CHEMBEr 



says 

Paepe^ 


31 


3WalJ.s^^ 

frC 

“ghboiir .7.*: 


““Shbour 
roDgh 


*blg five* to moot tn Europe 

PARK (R) — Ute 1)ig Eve’ peiiniiient memben of the Vnhed Nitioni 
ScGjnty Cw m o J will meet in mid-Dcoenibcr to inriminn 

aga h ttt 1^ in The Gulf criiii. Frendi foteia/t NBmster Rofauid 
Du^ said Sunday. Dn^ said in a ruSo interview that foKa^ 
Mmi stea of Fnnoe, Britain* the United Scuei, die Soviet Union and 
Ouna would meet. **piobably in Ewopc.” aromid Dec. 18. Dumas said 
be did not exclude makmg a visit to Baghdad himslef. but would not eo 
before bis U.S. counterpart James Baker's ex p e ct e d "»«ctiin g with li»q i 
leaden between mid-Dcccmber and midJanuazy. The Seenrity Council 
last wedcadopced a lesobnitMi aodiofiring ibe use of mOicaiy fosoe to oust 
Ira^ force& froin Knwaii if BwgtwfaH (gd not quit the ennrm. by Jan. IS. 
Cbuia abstained in the vote. ‘^ITierevaDbenodifOideri&ouriiuttaiiveSi” 
Duddas said. ‘*Wc wiQ see each other in imd-Deoesd>er.*” 
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Qadhafi: Iraq may become U.S. ally 

NICOSIA (R) — Libyan leader Muanunar Oadhafi. ennparing Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to Egypt’s slain leader Anwar Sa d ai, said 
Sunday Iraq might em erge from die Gulf crisis a firiend of the Uiu'ted 
States and Israel. **History always repeals ilsdf.” said Oadhafi in a speech 
to pohtieal sdenee students at AI Fateh Univetsily in Tripoli. He said 
Proddeat Sadat, gunned doarn by Muslim zealots in 1981, ectered the 
1973 war a sworn enemy of the Unhod States and Israel, as Iraq was now. 
“He (Sadat) emerged from the war their dosesi friend.” Iraq can <»e day 
be another Egypt., whether the confrontation over Kuwait cods peaceful* 
ly or through war,” Oadhafi, quoted by the Libyan news agency JANA, 
nid. Oadhafi denounced the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait but strongly 
opposes the despatch of Western forees to the Gulf. “Any regime cieaied 
by the West in Iraq will be a source of ifareai to Syria fortbc bimefii of the 
Israelis and wfll protea the West's oil interests in ibe Gulf.” JANA 
quoted him as saying. Oadhafi praised the “unusual bravery" of the Iraqi 
people in the face of eoonoaue sanctioas imposed by the United Nations. 
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tests « setdement to the Golf crisis. 

^ Aimenian Archbishop Vihan 
suit and her ^ Toptdian. Anglican Bishop Eiiya 
« the hole 1 ^ fChonry. Roman Catholic 
"is stii [ Archbishop Salim Sayegh* Greek 
o honour as- Orthodox Bishop Con^antme 
trees bloit Kannash and Greek Cathcriic 
“®®nnacb(sj. Archbishop Saba Yuwakim 
r being toij ' acconqtanied CapoccL In Bagh- 
re waiting qq]^ dad. Patriarch Rafael of Babel, 
. Superior r world leader of the Chaldean sect 
Disco aU(^' of Christians, was quoted by the 
^ wrineu te^ £^9 News Agency as saying the 
» threw ouin conference wffl work for peace, 
xnnpiaint, nih Christian leaders from an 

d to prove world wonld aTt»»wrf 

rathishome^ 

srespoDsihiet Arafat In Iraq 

5cl W3S inteq 

liction of en^ NICOSIA (AF) — FUesdnian 

and Iraqi leaders met Sunday and 
two Palestinians badeed Iraq’s 
can to link the Palestine issue 
with the Gulf crias. Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz met with 
Yasser Ara&t, cfaaincan of the 
ter was ID t Palestine LJbmtion Organisa- 
a Los .\ogelE tioD C^LO) and prerident of the 
: collapsed 4 Palestine state. The Iraqi News 
nd was nish£ Agenqr (INA) said only that die 
hospital fori discussed “develop- 
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dent Saddam Hussein, lUia Yas- 
sin Ramadan, met with Moham- 
mad Abbas, known as Abn 
Abbas, leader of the Palestine 
liberation Front. Abu Abbas 
was quoted by INA as say^ in 
the meetn^ fint Saddam 
for Knldng a soiorion to Iraqis 
occupation of Sitirait wit^. 
Isiael's ooenpation of Arab terri- 
tories ‘'had snppoited Palestiman 
rights.” 

Yemeii: 
Mnducements’ 
offered to vote 

SANAA (R) — Yemen said Sun- 
day It was offered inducements* 
by stq i erp o weis and other coun- 
tries to abstain or vote for Tbms- 
day*8 U resolution autharising 
force against Iraq. Yemen voted 
against the resol udon together 
with Cuba. China abst^ed. 
"There were esqiectatioas from 
several supeipo w er s and Inothei^ 
ly countries and even indnee- 
ments,” Yemeni Foreign Mmis- 
ter AMul Karim Al Iryani told 
Reuters in an interview. “But 
vriien we wei^ied things... we 
found that no induoement can be 
worth the devastating disaster 
wfaidi can befoU the Arab Nation 
if an Arab state — vrindievBr 
state — used foioe gainst any 
oAer Arab Nation.” 

Candidate delays 
'Eflypt poll results 

CAIRO (R) — A candidate vriio 
has insrsted on counting ballots 
ooe by one has driayed die re- 
sults of Egypt’s paihameotaty 
elections until Monday, officials 
said Snnday. PreKimnaiy results 
show the ruling National Demo- 
cratic Party (h^P) beaded for an 
easy victory in the polls, even 
though battles for more than half 
of the 444 seats oootesled win not 
be settled tmtO run-off votes 
Thursday. Add Sedki, nmmng 
against the party of hk brother 
Prime Mhxister Atef Sedki, has 
zefosed to leave the poDii^ sta- 
don until he personally counted 
eadi ballot by hand. 

Baker sends Israel 

reassurance 

message 

lELAVIV (AP) — Secretary of 
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tohislBadioonnterpaTt assuring 
him.tfaac Wa^igfon's ove rt ures 

toward Iraq did not agnify a 
change in U.S. policy, Israel 
Radio' said Snnday. Foreign 
MloistBr Darid Levy, who ]ne- 
sented the 'mi»iBMy . before the 
cabinet during its weekly meet- 
ing, expressed satxs&oioin with 
the U.S. daiificaiions. '^Ihere is 
SO change in the United States’ 
posidoDS. There is ad change in 
hs {Hincqdes agamsc 

and tirere is no change in its 

(qiposhionto anyldml ofHnkage 
between Iiatp aggression and the 
Arab-brael conflict,’* Levy told 
Xmel Radio. 


By P.V. 

Jordan Tunes ScafiT Reporter 

AMMAN — Hnanoe Minister 
Basri Jardaneh Sunday presented 
the govemmenrs draft budget for 
1991 to Parliament and 
announced that Jordan had 
drawn up a cnupiehensive five- 
year ecootmuc reform pian taldi^ 
into consideration die advmse 
impact of the Gulf crisis. 

Aooortfing to the minister, the 
1991-1995 ^ "wfll be able to 
absorb the new developments 
and achieve domestic and foreign 
balance of ptayment and advance 
towards economic independ- 
ence.” 

The plan, die minister told die 
Lower House. wQ! give full atten- 
tion to g o v e rnm ent savings, au- 
sterity, snppon for economic pro- 
jects, new agriculture perfides, 
education, herith and exerts to 
new markets. 

Jardaneh noted diat exports 
were of special concern to the 
government in light of the inmr- 
national trade em ba rgo imposed 


against Irarq, Jordan’s main trad^ 
ing partner imtil the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. Iraq bought 
S200 minion worth of Jradanian 
pnxxfaicts while Kuwait bought 
S80 miOioa in 1989. 

The 1991 budget, said the 
minister, oontaiDS p ro v is io ns to 
accommodate the problems cre- 
ated by the Gulf crisis, which 
deprived Jordan of expatriate re- 
mittances, trade with Iraq and 
Kuwait, Arab financial asast- 
anoe. and transit and port handr 
ling charges. In addition, the 
country faces incieased tmem- 
ployment and idle indnstiies. 

’’The budget has been drawn 
up to comply vrith tiie new situa- 
tion in the region,” the minisier 
said. 

The JD 1.119 union budget 
reflects an increase of 8.3 per cent 
over the 1990 budget. It envisages 
a total domestic revenue of JD 
7(125 million, registering a de- 
cline of 20 per cent from 1990. 

It estimates gross revenues of 
JD 902.5 millim, including JD 


ISO million, in external financial 
assistance and grants and JD SO 
million in local loans, but expects 
a total budget deficit of JD 216.7 
million. 

The government has also pre- 
pared an emergency budget of JD 
120 million depending on receipt 
of finanrial assisiattoe, gr an ts and 
external loans. This allocation, 
Jardaneh said, will be used to 
address the plight of expatriates 
wbo lost their inootne and jobs in 
the Gi^ as a restxlt of the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and help store 
strategic and basic commodities. 

The JD 883.3 dinar currenE 
expenditure allocation in the 1991 
biu^t reflects an increase of 5.3 
per cent from that of 1990. The 
bike, according to the minisier, is 
wiiwi-ri at boosting the defence 
capabilities of the country ‘^ande^ 
the present ciiaimstanoes and to 
continuing the basic services in- 
cluding social welfare, education 
and government subsidies for 
baric foodstuffs.” 

The budget envisages capital 



Palestinian shot dead after 
killing Israeli in bus attack 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An 
braeli potioeman shot dead a 
Palestinian and arrested two 
otbezs Sunday after they fotaOy 
stabbed’an Israeli passengpr on a 
bus .ip a qi ^ , suburban area. .. 

Three other Israelis were 
woimded in the atta^ in Tel 
Aviv’s mai n metropolitan area, 
idnch had escaped most of the 
Arab-Israeli violence in the near- 
ly dnee-year-old Palestinian np- 


Palestinians, in clandestine 
leaflets, had declared Sunday “a 
day of escalation” of tiieir strng- 
^ against Israel’s occiqiation ^ 
the West Bank and Gaza. Strip. 

The three, young men from the 
West Bank vfllage of Azmut near 
Qalqiliya, sat in the back seat and 
then, foUowing a pattern familiar 
&om previous knife attacks, 
jumped up shouting “AUahn 
Akbm,” witnesses quoted by the 
Associated Press. 

The driver, David Sbelef, said 
he saw the Arabs in bis rear-view 
airr or "jumping in the ah, wav^ 
ing knives in their hatidjs and 
huippg at the passengers seated 
in front of them.” 

He said he braked, opened the 
doors to let out bis ^ipioxiinately 
20 passepgcis, and appro^ied 
the Palestinians with Iris pistoL 
Shelef added that he fired one 


shot in the ah, told them to sit 
stin and tb^ obeyed. 

“The midAe one didn’t and 
then tried to leap on the police- 
man armed mth a knife, sboulmg 
Allaha Akbar, and the pofloeinan 
shot him," said another witness. 

Police said the policeman was 
cut on the hand. 

The attack indicated Israeli- 
Palestiman violence was spread- 
ing. A series of Arab knife 
stacks on Israelis rinoe police 
killed over 20 Palestinians in 
Jerusalem’s Haram Al Sharif in 
October had been centred on 
Jernsalem. 

The hospital said a second 
Arab was shot in the hand and 
the third injured in the bead and 
chest. Vfitnesses said he was 
beaten by Israelis. 

One (rf the wounded passen- 
gers died. The other three were 
recovering after surgery for knife 
wounds in the diest. 

Another witness said the Arabs 
first stabbed a woman sokfier, 
one oi about 30 passengers. A 
Jewish religioiis student riso was 
rqxnted badly stabbed. 

The blne-and-wfaite bus was 
taken to a police Station with the 
dead attacker lying in the aisle. 
His stockinged, shoeless fbot 
stude out from under a sheet into 
abandoned riioppii^ bags and 


pools of blood. 

Forenric experts were examin- 
ing a black-handled butcher’s 


Witnesses said that Isrgelis, 
some of them armed, tried to 
attack the two captured Arabs. 

On ^turday ni^, a hand- 
grenade was thrown into a crowd 
on Tel Aviv’s busy Dizengoff 
street. It did not eiqilode and 
police said it was undear who was 
behind the incident. 

In Arab Jerusalem, a Palesti- 
nian woman was shot dead by 
police Saturday after she stabbed 
two members of a three-man 
police patrol. The soldiers were 
not seriously wounded. 

The Israeli army confirmed 
Snndty that a 19-year-oId Palesti- 
nian activist from the Jenin re- 
fugee camp in the occupied West 
Bulk had died in bo^tal. He 
was shot by Israeli solders Fri- 
day. 

Israeli forces had long sought 
Najeeb Abu Hwaileh, an alleged 
member of the “Black Panthm” 
who are accused of killing Arabs 
collaborating with Israeli forces. 

Palestinians said Said Jaber, 
SS, from a village near Jenin, was 
shm dead by activists Saturday 
night for helpmg Israeli occupa- 
tion forces. 


Baker: No bargaining in Gulf, 
‘no war’ is reward for Iraq 


WASHINGTON (R) U.S. 
Seciotaiy of State James Baker 
Snnday if Iraq ob^od a 
ton^ U.N. resolution and puDed 
its troops out of Kuwait, it would 
get the “reward” of avoidii^ 
attadc Ity U.S. forces. 

Baker, udio will be going to 
Ra gMafi sometime this month 

for tfirect talks with Iraqi Ffesi- 
dent Hussein, said tire 

U5. ditmaftffc in the Golf re- 
mained comple&B Iraqp withdraw- 
al from Kuwait, the restoration <rf 
tbe toppled Kuwaiti government 
and the release of fbragnexs still 

in Iraq aiul Kuwait. 

^peaking on U5. televisioa, 
Baker said last week’s U.N. xe- 
sttimion authoriring force in tbe 
if Kuwait does not withdraw 
by Jan. 15 would be reiterat^ in 
mifeg widi Saddam, but streraed 
l]ie talks riumld not be ctmstined 

as negotiations, 

“If he complied with the 
(U lescdntions, lus xeiward for 
that would not be a military 
attack by tike United States,” 
Baker said. 

Brent Scoweroft, PreridCTt 
Geotge Bash’s national security 
adviser, also said the talks with 

Saddam were not ireg(Miatk»s. 

Also speaking on U-S. televi- 
rioo, Scoweroft said, “We are 
be^ patient, we ham been pa- 
tient The latest sitnatkm is a 

move to peace — a show of ^ 
strengdi of a world coalition 


against him.” 

Scoweroft said that an Iraqi 
mwriia test earlier on Sunday was 
the first sudi test siaoe April, four 
months before Iraq’s Ang. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

' Scoweroft, a former general, 
said be wasn't sure what the test 
meant but said it ooidd have been 
“a gesnne of defiance.” 

"It underscores the fact tiiat 
this is a man of unpredictable 
behaviour with poweiM, deadly 
weapons, with weapons of mass 
destruction tiiat he can use at a 
moment’s notice,” Scoweroft 
added. 

said in a Frendi televi- 
sion interview Sunday he felt tire 
rliannM of war OF pcaoe in tbe 

Gulf were “fifty-fifty”, and would 
d^iend on whether die talks 
offered on Friday Ity Bush were 
g e nuin e or amply "a fonnal ex- 

faibitioa.” 

Scoweroft said the Bosh admi- 
nistration proposed the talks so 
"iLeie is no nusandcfSiaiKfiag” 
of the worid oonunimity’s posi- 
tion on tbe Gulf. 

“The Security Council has 
qioken,” Scoweroft said. “Sad- 
dam Hossdn has to comply.” 
Baker said, “The fiist titing we 
are going to ten (Saddam) is to 
m«iMi sure tiiat be undenrands 
that the mtemational oommmuty, 

not just tbe United States — but 
the internaticmal oranmouiiy is 
mry, very serious about not nil- 


ing out the option of the use of 
force.” 

Baker wfll travel to Iraq later 
this month to meet to 

(fiscuss the Gulf crisis, but said he 
had *‘no idea” when the meeting 
wonld take place. 

Iraq has said it would never 
withdraw from it “19tta province” 
in Kuwait. 

Scoweroft said he was sore the 
American people would support 
Bush, but Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy, a leatfii^ critic of the presi- 
dent, cautioned against hasty ac- 
tion. 

“Tjacldng provocation by Sad- 
dam Hussein, the preadent has a 
very dear responsibility to go to 
the Congress and ask for a dec- 
laration of war. The American 
people do not want to go to war,” 
he said in a tdevision inteiview. 

"If we saw something come 
through very deaity over the past 
week, it's the American people 
want to give the sanctions a 
diance to work,” Kennedy said. 

Baker reiterated Sunday die 
U.S. position that the U.N. re- 
setintions axe not open for nego- 
tiatirais. 

"We win not be negotiating 
backwards from those U.N. re- 
siriutiODS,” Baker said. 

"We will talk about aspects of 
tbe Gulf crisis,” he said. "What 


(CODliBiied on page 2) 


Izzeddin 

welcomes 

Iraqi 

response 
to U.S. 
proposal 

AMMAN (Petra) — In- 
foim&tioa Minister Ibrahim 
Tzzeddin Sunday welcomed 
Iraq’s acceptance of U.S. 
President Girarge Bush's in- 
itiative to open a U.S. -Iraqi 
dialogue on the Gulf crisis, 
describing it as a positive 
development. 

In an interview with Voice 
of America Izzeddin said Jor- 
dan believes it was high time 
for an intensive dialogue for 
all the hot issues in the Mid- 
dle East, and that suttii a 
dialogue would open the 
door for a ccHiiprehensive 
peace in tbe regira. 

Izzeddin voided pride that 
Jordan did not join the voices 
calling for war, bloodshed or 
hostilities in tbe Arab Penin- 
sula despite all pressures ex- 
ercised against h to do so. 
Jordan, from tbe very onset 
of the Gulf crisis, has caDed 
for a peaceful solution to the 
crisis, tbe minister pointed 
out. 

Imeddin said Jordan would 
be extremely happy to play 
any role that can lead to 
enhancing and reviving dia- 
logue between the parties 
concerned to readi at a com- 
prehensive solution to the 
Golf crisis. 

The dosed aide which the 
crisis has been revolving 
through during the past 
months would have not to 
anything except military con- 
frimtation, but now that the 
door is open for negotiations 
and dialoj^ no bo^ is emp- 
owered to say what Iraq 
wants or what Kuwait wants 
or what other parties want, 
he said. 

Jordan’s declared position 
was pronounced from the be- 
ginning, he said. It is based 
on rea^mtioin of mternaiion- 
al legidniacy, aUding by it and 
following a peaceful 
approach to solve tbe crisis, 
TwAtin said. 

The minister pointed out 
that the majority of the 
American public favours a 
peaceful end to the Gulf crisis 
rather than a militarv con- 
fironution which would ex- 
pose the United States and 
tbe whole world to a new and 
destructive war. 

Referring to fo rm er U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer's Statement that a 
U.S.-Iraqi dialogue might 
open tbe way for Iraq to stall 
on withdrawhtg from Kowaic, 
TxredtlTn said socb an opinion 

Fepresents the opinitn of tbe 

minority. 


Iraq warns U.S., Soviet Union, 
tests surface-to-surface missiles 

Chances of war at 


expeoditure of JD 230 million. 

Jardaneh noted that the King- 
dom had managed to address 
most of its economic problems 
and was beading towards econo- 
mic recovery during the first half 
of 1990 when the Gulf crisis 
struck and threw the economy 
into chaos. 

The budget includes a raise in 
allocations for the anned forces 
by JD 14 million, the mimster 
said. Thiity-five per cent of the 
1990 budget were allocated for 
defence. 

Government subsidies for basic 
(Continned on page 5) 


‘fifty-fifty’ 


Saddam 
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Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI PRESIDENT Saddam 
Hussein estimated in a French 
teievisioD interview Sunday that 
the chances of war in the Gulf 
between Iraq and the United 
Sutos stand at “fifty-fifty.” 

Iraq Sunday ako warned the 
Soviet Union, whicb lined up 
with tbe United States last week 
to support military action to re- 
capture Kuwait, not to send 
troops to the Gulf, the Iraqi News 
Agency reported. 

In another move, Baghdad also 
warned U.S. Prerident George 
Bush not to use proposed talks 
with Iraq on the Golf crisis “as a 
pretext with tbe American people 
to justify his aggression agahist 
Iraq.” 

Iraq also launched smfeoe-to- 
surface missiles Sunday in what 
appeared to be test-firings, U.S. 
and British mflitaiy offidris said 
amid uDoonfinned reports that 
allied forces in the Gulf went on 
alert. 

“We received indicacions this 
morning that Iraqi aimed forces 
conduaed activity that included 
the firing of surface-to-surface 
missiles within Iraq,” tbe U.S. 
military’s general information 
bureau in Saudi Arabia reported. 

"The flight path of the missiles 
was away from U.S. and coalition 


forces. The firing appeared to be 
part of a test or training mission,” 
tbe statement added. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said tbe missiles tested 
Sunday by Iraq were of tbe 
Soviet-made Scud type that could 
be used to carry chemical 
weapons. 

"Iraq has testfiied some Scud 
missiles this morning, or Scud 
variants, fired them within,” 
Cheney said in a U.S. television 
interview. 

“They were launched inride 
Iraq and landed inside Iraq in a 
test prgramme," Cheney said, 
adding it was tbe first such Iraqi 
test siiioe ApriL The tests were 
apparently sniface-to-surfeoe fir- 
ings. 

. “It’s, I think, proof again, if 
anybody needed it, that he dcres 
indeed have ballistic missOes,” 
Cheney said. 

Tbe Soviet-made Scud "could 
conceivably carry chemical 
weapons but in the past (Iraq) has 
used them with conventional high 
exf^orives on them,” Cheney s^ 
in response to questions. 

In bis interview with French 
television, Saddam also called on 
the United States to promise no 
mflitaiy action before March 25. 

Speaking in the interview 
screened on Sunday, SaftHam said 
the outcome woi^ depend on 


whether a dialogue offered by 
U.S. President George Bush was 
genuine. 

“If this meeting is to be a true 
path to dialogue, then we are 
closer to peace," be said. 

"But if this meeting is lo be 
nothing more than a fonnal ex- 
hibition for the American Con- 
gress, the American people, and 
for international public opin- 
ion..., then we are closer to a 


war 


at 


Bosh proposed Friday that Ira- 
qi Foreign hfinister Tareq Ariz 
visit Washington by mid- 
December and that Secretary of 
State James Baker travel to 
Baghdad |0 meet Saddatw by 
mid- January. 

Iraq ag^Bcd and said dates and 
arrangements would be set when 
an official invitation reached 

Baghdad 

The interview was recorded in 
Ba^idad Saturday by oottc^xjd- 
dents of France’s state-owned 
Antenne-2 television network 
and Radio France Inter. 

Saddam’s “fifty-fifty” com- 
ment, made in English, was in 
response to tbe question “Are we 
closer to war or to peace?" 

The Iraqi leader appeared 
susfxcious of American motives 
for t^rening a dialogue after four 

(Continued on page A) 


Chad 

falls to 
Deby; 
Habre 

''dead’ 

N'DJAMENA (Agencies) — 
^^ctorioDS rebel leader Idriss 
Det^ rolled into the Chadian 
capital Sunday in a black Mer- 
cedes escorted by 20 all-terrain 
vehicles. Ubyan news reports 
said deposed President Hisene 
Habre was killed near the 
Sudanese border. 

The official Libyan News 
Agency (JANA) quoted uniden- 
tified sources in N’djamena as 
saying Habra and several aides 
been killed. 

Tbe report could not immedi- 
aiefy be oonfiimed independently. 
It oontradicxed other accounts. 

JANA said Habre was killed in 
the area between Tine and Oum 
ChaJouba near tbe Sudanese bor- 
der in eastern Chad. Bnt diplo- 
mats have said Habre and his 
family flew west to Camennm. 

“The reports by news media on 
the escape of Habre with his 
family on board an aircraft to a 
neighbouring country were not 
frue,” the JANA di^tefa said, 
offering no details. The dispatch 
did not say when or by whom 
Habre was slain. 

The rebels claimed last week 
that they captured Habre’s staff 
car in fighting near Dne where 
tbe Halm personally directed 
government forces. The guerrillas 
did not say be bad been killed. 

Deby’s motorcade drove past a 
hotel where his assistant com- 
mander, Bada Maldom, held 
talks with the North African 
oounny’s remaming civilian lead- 
ership. Deby — Eiabre’s former 
defence minister — headed 
straight for the Place Des Mar- 
tyrs, the central square, where 
people bad waited since Sunday 
morning for his arrival. 

About 200 heavily armed guer- 
rillas who accompanied Mal- 
dom’s entry in armoured vebides 
earlier in the day took np poa- 
tions in the square before Deby 
entered N*djamcna. 

Some l.()00 pec^le cfaecFcd 
Deby’s arrival in the square. 
Others in the streets waved and 
cried out as his motorcade pas- 


Kohl clinches victory 


BONN (Agencies) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s coalition Sunday 
won the first free all-German 
elections since Warld War II, 
according to early returns. The 
vote put the democratic seal on 
unificadoQ and opened a new 
chapter in German histoty. 

According to offidal forecasts 
based on early vote counts. 
Kohl's coalition was expected to 
win S3 per cent of the vote 
compared with 35 per cent for tbe 
opposition Social Democrats of 
chancellor candidate Oskar 
Lafmitaine. 

Eariier prognoses based on 
computer projections put Kohl’s 
victory as hi^ as 56 per cent. 

“Tbat is certainly a success for 
Helmut Kohl,” said Volker 
Ruebe, general secretary of 
Kohl's Christian Democraxs, af- 
ter tbe projections were 
announced. 

Other members of the party 
had gmilar praise for the man 
who put German unificarion on 
such a Cast track. "This b certain- 
ly a vote of confidence for Hel- 
mut Kohl,” said Gerfaard Stohen- 
berg, Che defence minister. 

I^ontaine also conceded de- 
feat and congratulated Kohl. 

**We lost the election, there's 
no reason to avoid saying so,” an 


unbowed Lafontaine, 47, told 
party workers in Bonn. 

L^ontaine, whose party was 
projected to take less than 35 per 
cent of tbe vote, its worst election 
result since 1957, said the ruling 
Christian Democratic and Free 
Democratic parties had domin- 
ated Che political stage because of 
German unification. 

The respected Infos polling io- 
sdtute gave tbe Christian Demo- 
crats and their Bavarian sister 
party, tbe Quisrian Social Union, 
a oomUned 433 per cent share of 
the vote. 

Kohl's junior coalition partner, 
the centrist Free Dexnomts of 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietiich 
Genscher, was expected to win 
about, 9.7 per cent of the vote, 
said Infos. 

The parties have already stated 
their intention to from a new 
coalition in tiK event of a Kohl 
victory. 

Infos said the former ruling 
communists of East Germany 
were eaqrected to win seats in tbe 
new parliament as were Ger- 
many’s veteran' environmentalist 
party, tbe Greens. 

entered tbe elections with 
German poCisters unanimously 
predicting victory for hb centre- 
right coalition. 
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Italy 


Bush offer continues to gather 

Arab and international support 


By Peter James Spieunann 
77>e Ahodated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — Iran 
has said relations with Italy 
and Germany, two sponsors of 
a proposed resolution criticis- 
ing Iran's alleged human ri^ts 
abuses, will suffer if it passes, 
according to diplomats. 

The diplomats, who spoke 

on condition of anonymity, 
said Iran has made it clear that 
lucrative construction con- 
tracts and other economic 
deals will go to countries that 
cooperate in quashing the 
draft resolution introduced 
Thursday in the General 

Assembly's third committee. 
The com'minee deals with so- 
cial and humanitarian issues. 

Galindo Pohl of El Salvador 
has been preparing critical re- 
ports for the United Nations 
on Iran's human rights abuses 
since 1984. But was only 
allowed to visit the country in 
the last year. 

Tehran invited Pohl in be- 
cause his previous reports 
were heavily based on testi- 
mony from exiles and emigres 
who resent Iran's theocracy, 
and the government wanted to 
see him present a more “ba- 
lanced" report. 

Pohl's latest report was not 
as harsh as many human rights 
advocates might have hoped 
for. But it severely criticised 
the climate of fear he found in 
Iran, and noted abuses of due 
process and a startling number 
of executions. 

Based on Pohl's Endings, 
the draft resolution “expresses 
its concern about the numer- 
ous alle^tions of violations of 


human rights contained in the 
report... notably those con- 
oerning executions, ill-treat- 
ment and torture.. .” 

The draft “notes with con- 
oem the nnmber of execu- 
tions” reported in Iran. 

It also criticises the “lack of 
defonoB counsel in trials before 
the revolutionary courts, the 
inadequacies of the due pro- 
cess of law and the administia- 
tion of justice, failure to notify 
detainees of the charges 
against them immediately after 
their arrest, difficulties in en- 
suring public trials, restrictions 
on the freedom of tiie press 

and obstacles to forming asso- 
ciations in general and political 
parties in particular." 

The draft urges Iran to let 
the U.N.'s human rights inves- 
tigator interview any prisoners 
he wants to see. and e:q>resses 
concern over the investigator's 
belief that “many of his infor- 
mants feared reprisals because 
of their contacts with him." 

Although all the European 
Community (ECj and Nordic 
countries co-sponsored the 
draft. Iran's efforts to block or 
amend it focus on Italy, the 
current chairman of the EC, 
and Germany. Europe's econ- 
omic giant.'. 

The Tehran Times, which 
reflects official Iranian policy, 
accused Germany and Italy 
Thursday of hypocrisy and said 
“they cl^m that they want to 
have a friendly relationship 
with us but they cheat us by 
stabbing us in the back with a 
dagger.” 

The newspaper said “such 
an action not leave the 


Iraq said to have 
fuel-air explosives 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Hon- 
eywell Inc. may have inadvertent- 
ly supplied Iraq with technology 
to make fuel-air explosives for 
powerful bombs that can spread a 
blast over a wide area, according 
to reports. 

Defence experts fear that the 
weapon could be deployed 
against U.S. troops in the Gulf, 
NBC-TV reported. 

The network quoted ■Unnamed' 
U.S. intelligence sources as 
saying that Iraq has incorporated 
the device into missile warheads. 

The technology for the weapon 
made its way from Honeywell to 
Iraq via a deal in 1984 with a 
Swiss arms broker, the Min- 
neapolis Star Tribune newspaper 
reported. 

The weapons, used by U.S. 
forces in \letnam, atomise liquid 
fuel like propane into a widely 
^read fine mist, and then ignite 
it. U.S. defence officials said last 
month when it was first disco- 
vered Iraq bad the technology. 
At that time, officials sought to 
downplay any fears over the 
weapon, calling it “old tech- 
nology." 

NBC reported that the first 
blast from the missile disperses 
the fuel, and a second blast 
ignites the vapour into a burning 
doud that can flatten a-square- 
kilometre area, incinerating vic- 
tims within the cloud and causing 
death by concussion to those near 
the bla^. 

In a statement supplied by 
Honeywell, a defence olfidal said 
that foel-air weapons are avail- 
able from several countries, not 
just the United States. 

“Iraq could have received their 
technoiogy from a variety of 
sources. It's not new technology 
— j:‘s been around since the cariy 
!9ti0s — not classified, and in fact 
it's widespread." rbe defence offi- 
cial said. 

The .Minneapolis-based Hon- 


eyweU. once the military's biggest 
supplier of weapons, b^an dis- 
tandng itself from its defence 
business in the late 1980s. In July 
1990. the company announced 
plans to spin off its defence and 
marine systems business into a 
new company called Alliant 
Techsystems Inc. 

'The Star Tribune reported 
Saturday that the 300-pa^ study 
outUning the working principle 
of the explosive was sold by 
Honeywell to a Swiss arms broker 
called Ifat. 

Apparently unknown to Hon- 
eywell. Iraq was a silent partner 
in Ifat. the paper said. Using the 
Honeywell study, Iraq then com- 
missioned manufacturers in 
Argentina and Germany to make 
tire weapons, the paper said. 

Honeywell Chairman James 
Renier issued a statement de- 
scribing Friday's NBC report as 
"disturbing" and saying that 
Honeywell has hired an outside 
firm to investigate HoneyweD's 
involvement with the trai^r. 


Baker 

(ComimMd from page 1) 

the president means by that is 
political, economic and military 
aspects." 

He rejected any linkage witii 
the Palestinian issue as suggested 
by Ir^. But he said if Iraq 
complied with the U.N. resolu- 
tions. other issues could be dis- 
cussed. 

“We have always said... that 
after he leaves Kuwait, permits 
the restoration of the legitimate 
government of Kuwait, and then 
after he took hostages, and frees 
hostages, that there can be dis- 
cussions — we think those discus- 
sions should be between Iraq and 
Kuwait, quite frankly — discus- 
sions regardiDg the' differences 
berween those two countries." 


relationship of these countries 
with Iran unaffected." 

Iran's spiritual leader, Aii 
Khamenei, said on Tehran 
Radio on Wednesday thar “it 
U a great calamity that dirty 
politkaans accuse Islamic Iran 
of violating human ri^ts... 

“You have a vendetta 
against the revolution. Human 
rights is an excuse.” Khamenei 
said. “The enemy intends to 
strike at the revolution and 
Islam. Defending human 
rights is both comic and 
tragic." 

As Tehran gradually makes 
overtures to the West it has 
dangled the prospect cf huge 
contracts to help rebuild the 
nation after the earthquake it 
suffered this year and the 
1980-1988 war with Iraq. 

The boost in oil prices 
caused by Iraq's invasion of 
Knwait means Tehran's treas- 
ury has a windfall of billions of 
dollars to help rebuild. 

Japan, which is not a co- 
sponsor of the resolution, is 
the logical beneficiary of Iran's 
economic windfall if Germany 
and Italy lose their commercial 
connections with Tehran. 

The third conunittee must 
take action on the draft resoln- 
tion by Monday evening. It 
could adopt or amend it and 
send it to the entire General 
Assembly for passage: Or re- 
ject it. or shelve it until next 
year. 

Ail 1S9 General Assembly 
members are also members 
the third committee. So the 
action the committee takes 
mirrors the whole assembly's 

feelingx- 


Relief to be 
sent to S. 


ComtHBed agency diqiaidies 

KUWAIT’S EXILED goven^ 
ment Saturday hailed U.S. Presi- 
dent Geoi]^ Bosh’s offer to 
negotiate diztctly with Iraq to 
avert a military confrontation 
over the Iraqi Occupation of 
Kuwait. 

The toppled crown prince and 
prime minister, Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah A1 Sabah, said the bi- 
ttiative was “wise, profound, far- 
sighted. bold and courageous.” 
“We welcome this initiative 
and we wish President (George) 
Bush success in ttis efforts.” he 
said addrcssiiig a news confer- 
ence from his exile base in the 
Saudi Arabian resort of Taif. 

It was the first Kuwaiti reaction 
to Bush’s announcemnt Friday 
that he was willing to send his 
Secretary of State James Baker to 
Baghdad to meet President Sad- 
dam Hussein and receive in 
Washington Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz to disoiss the 
Gulf. 

Iraq accepted the offer. 

Sheikh Saad denied that there 
bad been any consultations be- 
tween Kuwait and the United 
States ahead of Bush's announce- 
ment. 

But. he added, “we see this as 
a good opportunity” for Iraq to 
respond to tiie U.N. Security 
Council resolutioos demanding 
an Iraqi withdrawal from Knwait 
and the restoration of the de- 
posed A1 Sabah ruling fomily. 

Sheikh Saad said the 12 U.N. 
resolutions on the Gulf crisis ex- 
pressed the world community's 


determinatilou to reverse the 
occupation of KuwaiL 
TIk last of these lesohitioiis 
was adopted ’Ihursday. It gave 
Iraq an idtiniatum to withdraw by 
Jan. 15 or face a military 
onslaught hy the U.S.-led multi- 
national fSoroes amassed in Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf. 

Intexnaiional 5u{^)ort for the 
Bush initiative continued Sunday. 

The Soviet Communist Far^ 
daily Fravda welcomed the prop- 
osal, saying efforts by all coun- 
tries involved were necessary to 

achieve a peaoefol settlement. 

“The American proposal for 
U.S. Seczctaiy of State James 
Baker to travel to Ba^idad and 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz to go to Wasiiingtm can 
only be welcomed," Pravda com- 
mentator Yuri Glnkhov wrote. 

India welcomed the initiative, 
saying a war would cause untold 
devastation in the region. 

A foreign office spokesman 
said a negotiated settlement was 
best way to resolve the crisis. 

“We very much welcome the 
invitation extended by... Bush... 
to Aziz to come to Washington 
for talks as well as his ofiier to 
send Baker to Baghdad for the 
same purpose.” the spokesman 
told reporleTS. 

The spokesman said India bad 
called mote than once for fhe 
withdrawal of Iraq and the res- 
toration of Kuwait’s independ- 
ence. 

“India is concerned that a war 
'Will cause untold devastation 
tirrougjioot the rejpon,” he said. 

“Its military, politica] and eoo- 


Domic effects will be sndh as to 
make it even more (KfiBcuIt m tiie 
medium and long range to 
achieve viable peace and stahiliiy 
in the area.” 

Syria described Bush’s offer as 
“suhaWe.” 

A Foreign Mimstry official 
said: “Syria sees that tins initia- 
tive is suitable as long as it is 
aimed as avoiding war in die Gulf 
and achieving full withdrawal 
fro m Kuwait and (he icnistatmg 
of its government in omnpfiance 
with resolutions.” 

Cuban Foreign Mimster Isi- 
doro M[almierca welcomed 
Bndi’s dShit salting it diowed 
possibilities for peace st31 ex- 
isted. 

Mahmerca told r epo rt ers in 
Havana after letunung fimn New 
York that the offer was a surprise 
which ooatxadicted the waifike 
attitude maintained by Wasting 
ton up until then. 

“This decision is a positive step 
which shows that aD the postitnli- 
ties for peace are not yet dosed.” 
he said. 

“The efforts for peace must be 
continued and negotiation is the 
right to adtileve that,” be 
added. 

Malmierca said he was happy 
to hear that Baghdad had 
accepted the offer. 

Tte United Arab EmiratBS* 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Sheikh Hamdan Ben Zaid 
AI Nahayan said the UAE 
viewed the Bush offer as a last 
chance to find a peaceful solution 
to the crisis, the amntiy's official 
news agency WAM s^. 


Israel fearful of surge in 
attacks from S. Lebanon 


Sudan 


bed 


KHARTOUM (AP) - ‘Food 
will be sent to Malakal in south 
Sudan in the next couple of dan. 
Relief and Displaced Nfinisier Pe- 
ter Orat said Saturday. 

He said the Relief and Rehabi- 
litation Commission (RRQ. an 
affiliate of his ministry, is coordi- 
nating with the United Nations 
agencies and vtriuntary organisa- 
tions for an urgent despatch of 
food to Malakal 6S0 Idlometres 

south of Khartoum. 

He said represeutatri-es of the 
RCC and international organisa- 
tions are presently there for car- 
lying^ut some projects of relief 
and rehabilhaiion and for distri- 
buting the food stocks there. 

Orat has meanwhile declared 
that about S6.Q(X} tonnes of relief 
food donated by donor countries 
and organisations would be deli- 
vered this montii at Port Sudan 
on the Red Sea. 

The Netherlands contributed 
40.0(X) tonnes, the United King- 
dom about 10,000 and the W'orld 
Food Programme offered 

6,000 tonnes of this donation. 
Orat said. 

Orat said he had ordered dis- 
tribution of 4.000 tonnes of wheat 
to needy people in the Red Sea 
province and had instructed the 
authorities concerned to move 
about 12.000 tonnes of wheat to 
the disfriaced peojrfe in Kerdo- 
fan, Darfnr. the northern re- 
gions and the capital Khartonm. 

He also ordered distribution cf 
15 containers of Japanese biscuits 
and 11.000 bags of powdered 
milk to the needy in the Red Sea 
province. 

Meanwhile. Brigadier Poo 
Yukwan. members of the ruling 
military junta, met with the rep- 
resentative of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(TCRC) to discuss the possibtiity 
of resuming ICRC food relief 
flints to south Sudan’s inain 
towns of Malakal. Wan and Jnba. 


By Eileoi Alt Pbwell 
Tbe Associated Press 

TEL AVTV — Israel says it is 
bradng for a possible upsurge in 
attacks by Palestinian and 
Lebanese guerrillas on its north- 
ern border and in the “security 
zone." Tbe Israeli army controls 
in South Lebanon. 

In tbe past two weeks, six 
Israeli soldiers have been kiUed in 
Lebanon. 

An army mtelligenc^' officer 
smd fiw nnmber of incideats in 
tbe zone already has doubled to 
an average of ei^t per week and 
could increase furc^r. 

Some Israelis are calling for a 
military campaign against guerril- 
la bases in Lebanon. 

“We have to change our 
methods and strike the bases," 
said Yeboshua Saguy, a retired 
general and parliament member 
from tbe ruling right-wing Likud 
bloc. “Every day, every night, 
every week there should be 
anot^ action to elindnaK tbe 
attack-Iamicfaing bases.” 

W'orried dtizeas are deman- 
ding better border security and 
wondering aloud about tbe readi- 
ness of the Israeli army, which 
has been worn down by tiie three- 
>-ear Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza ^p. 

Yaacov Erez. a senior editor of 
the Maariv new^per. said in a 
front-page column that the public 
is unconvinced by generals' assur- 
ances of the army's strength. 

“The real answer is that some- 
thing is wrong. ...you can't con- 
smntiy send soldiers to the terri- 
tories to fight children and 
women and expect their combat 
abihty not to be affected.” Erez 
said. 

In recent weeks. Israeli offi- 
cials have warned Syria not to use 
its greater control in Lebanon 
against Israel. Isaelis also fear 
Palestinian or Lebanese gnerrillas 
could be emboldened by Iraq's 
ttaarr in the Gulf. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 


noted there was a definite in- 
crease in guerrilla activity in 
South Lebanon and linked it to 
Syrian-backed Lebanese Presi- 
Efias HrawTs efforts to quiet 
bis country's 15-year dvil war. 

Hrawi, with support from 
Syria, has ordered milirias out of 
the Lebanese capital Beirut, 
pushing many fighters southward 
and closer to Israel. 

Meanwhile, militias that, are 
not anxious to disband next 
spring under the Hrawi. (rfan 
apparently want to transform 
themselves into resistance fight- 
ers against Israel. 

Palestinians have been fighting 
Israel from South Lebanon sinoe 
the 1960s. Lebanese guerrillas 
want to end Israel’s control over 
an area of South Lebanon that 
covers a tenth of the country. 

The Israeli-controlled zone in 
South Lebanon was set up in 1985 
when Israel withdrew most of its 
troops after a tbiee-year occupa- 
tion. Intended to blo^ attacks on 
Israel's north, tbe zone is manned 
by about 1,0()0 Israeli troops and 
2.5(X) members of an Isitwli-fi- 
nanced militia called tbe South 
Lebanon Anny. 

Israel has repeatedly said it will 
not give up tbe zone ontil the 
Lebanese government can 
guarantee border security. It has 
made dear that Hrawi’s plan does 
not meet its demands. 

In recent weeks, in fact. Israel 
has expanded its ambitions in 
South Lebanon, pledging to pro- 
tect the town of Jezzine. whi^ is 
20 kilometres north of the 1,140- 
squaie-kilometie zone. 

Although many militias in 
South Leb^on operate with Sy- 
rian backing, the Israelis bai’e not 
accused tiwir intractable Arab, 
foe of oi g a n i sing the latest wave 
of violence. 

“I cannot prove at the moment 
that there is a Syrian fingerprint 
here,” said Yossi Peled. ctnef of 
the anny’s northern ernmnand, 
whiefa indudes South Lebanon. 

He added: “I assume that the 


Syrians, of oouxse. do not stop 
actions against IsiaeL” 

Palestinians remain tiie largest 
armed force opposing Israel in 
Soutii Lebanon desj^ a 1978 
incursion to drive them out and 
tbe 1982 invasion that became 
Israel's most divisive war. 

'The Israeli imelligenoe officer, 
vrtio briefed reporters on condi- 
tioa of anonymity, estimated that 
“5,000 and maybe moie'* Palesti- 
nian fighters were in South 
Lebanon. 

He said the Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) — tbe largest with 
about 3,000 men — has not been 
active against Israel sinoe Arafat 
recegnised the Jewish state and 
renounced terrorism in 15188. 

Ocher Palestinian factions, 
espedaliy those allied with Libya, 
Ix^ or Syria, have rejected Axa- 
fat's strategy and continue tfadr 
campaign. 

A dash last Monday that took 
the lives of five braefis and one 
week earlier which killed an offic- 
er were blamed on Syrian- or 
Libyan-backed Palestinian 
groups. 

'The largest Lebanese militias 
in Sooth Lebanon are tiie Shi'ite 
Muslim Amal, with about 1,0(X) 
men. and the more radical ShTite 
fundamentalist movement Usz- 
boUah. with about 500 Griers, 
the intelligenoe' officer saSl. 

A new worry for Israel is a 
recent peace pact between Amal 
and Hizboilah, ending a three- 
year scruple to control Leba- 
non's Shi'ites. It opens the way 
for a joint campaign a gainst Israel 
that also could involve a half 
dozen smaller Lebanese militias. 

An army officer, inrocting on 
anonymity, said tiie various mili- 
tias could unite in an anti-bradi 
campaign de^te internal xival- 
ries and different goals. 

“The thing that unites all tiiese 
groups is their hatred of bneL” 
he said. “I don't see tiiat chang- 
ing soon." 
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Anti-war proteats In Boston 


BOSTON (AP) — About 8,000 people maidied SatunJay-'j^ 
Boston to protest U.S. involvemenim tiie Gulf and M pet^^ 
aziested at anotiier demonscralioii outside a militar y 
western Massadiussetts. “Hell no, we won’t go,^we won 
Texaco,” proitest e ra dianted as tbqr marched in the 
area. 'They caixied signs reading: “BnUd homes, not bombi;^^ 

‘’Yankees come borne.'* Some holiday sfacqipeis arid other paa^ 

by cheered the demonstrators. Ptdioe and oigamsers cstimaM ^ 
crowd at 8,000. Tbe demonstxatort induded peace activist;!^ 
nutrition guru Dick Gr^ory, urtio has been festing since Tha^ 
grivinp to protest dc|tioyxnent of U.S. troops in tiie Midub 
Mr. Bush, you send your childieii,'” Gregory said. About ^ 
pe^e gatiieied outside the Westover Aa Force Base m 
boming Qiioopee, pctiice sauL Thirty nine denioostzators ':^ 
arrested for bfockLag the base's gafos. Westover is a sta^ng^^ 
for the Gulf deployment. “There is something people can 
tiie govenimeiit know how WB feeL” said Don Fhfl^s, a unmn^ 
of Massadiusetts stndmt vrtio was arrested. In Washn^on, 

250 people gathered in Lafayette Square across from tbe 
House to protest tiie U.S. buxldnp, authorities said. No air^ 

were made. 

Oman checks foxes after rabies case 

MUSCAT (AP) — The government has embarked on a camp^ 
to reduce tbe fox popniarion after a child died of xalries in die fiot 
documented such incident in the sultanate, souxoes at the mhdsi) 
of bdath reported. The victim was an unidentified d^t-year-old 
boy who developed the disease four months after he was bitten byi 
fox outside bis house at Yauqnl 240 Idlometres west of Muscat, % 
capital. The sources did not say when exactly tiie boy died, bt 
fUcrifwwi timt sinoe the incident police have bera shotting foxes n 
They said the case of tiie Omani boy has caused oonocii 
ivtraiw. foxes 816 abooud in Oman’s rural and u r b a n areas. .Vm 
have rqxnti^ evidence suggesting rabies may be spreading amoo| 
in the Yanqol region. There was also a risk that tbe diseaie, 
whidi caus** acute inflanunation of brain tissue and is often fatal, 
mi^ qnead to otiier parts of the sultanate, sudi as Batioali 
northwest of the c^tal, sources said. The nines virus is caniedii 
a rabid animal’s saliva. Infection qireads when the animal Uia 
another anwnai or a human being. Doctors said matiieniaticil 
models have shown that tbe virus spread is dependmit on botii Oe 
tenain across wliicfa foxes can move and their population dens^. 
They said preve n tive measures being taken to educate tbe pub& 
on the potential tfawgiwfn of animal bites and tbe need to bfatan 
immediata medical advice when a person is bittre. 

Israel halts German submarine contract 

TEL AVIV (R) — IsraeFs defence ministty says it cannot afford to 
oontinue with a S600 miiiwm contract for two Doipinn das 
snbmarmes on order from Germany. Defence Affmster Modw 
Arens S topped the oootiact with Howaldtsweike-Deulsdie Waft 
(HDW) of Kiel because “the defease system does not hanjlie 
i necessary financial means to cootmue the project.” Israel 
Ihe contract for the two <fiesel sabmaxines a year ago. Defoioe 
numstxy spokesman Danny Naveh told Reuters $60 
been pidd but Israel bop^ to recover some of ft. A^ dted 
Israel’s defence needs in the Gulf crisis as a main xeasd^ 
budgetary enmeh that killed the submarine projecL^ihnibrt\ 
mUiteiy now con q ietes for funds with tiie cost of absofi^] 
immigratimi from tiie Soviet Union. Some 150,000 Soviet Jevti 
have andved this year and the proposed budget tor 1991 afiocatesi 
more funds to imnx^tation.tiian.de&nse for tlm first time m IsraeFs 
lustory. . 

. iTfll - 

S. Arabia gives Arab League $10 m 

I 

CAIRO (R) — Saudi Arabia granted the Arab League $10 mfliioo 
to conqieiisate enqiloyees bei^ laid off in Ttams aftm the leagoe’s 
controvBrsial move bade to Cairo, an official said Saturday. The 
league's assistant secretary general for economic affairs, Yousef 
Ne'mat Allah, arrived in Canro Saturday from Jeddah and told the 
Egyptian News Agen^ MENA Saudi Arabia bad agreed to pay 
SIO million out of $22 mfllion needed to co m pensate enqdoyeesa 
Thnis. The 21-member Ar^ League headquarters offidally 
back to Cairo last month after 11 years in Thins deqrite oppori to 
by a few members. Ne'mat All^ said part of the $22 xnilto 
needed will be paid from the league’s assets in Egyptian bante 
Cairo froze smne $1(X) million in Arab league money Yriien js 
membexship was suqiended for signing a treaty unth Israel in 19^-: 
The Arab Lea g ue operates from Timis while work on the 
headquarters continues. 

• • 

Algeria approves fundamentalist party . 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has approved a new Mn^m fen- 
damentaSst political pax^ headed by a 36-year-old based is I 
tbe eastern of Constantine, tiie Algerian News Agatcy APS 
reported. The Nabdha (Renaissance) Hslamic movement is the 
32aA o{q>osttfon politicai parly to be legalised qnfM Algeria 
embxao^ mnlti-party deoaocracy last year after 27 years of 
one-party rule by tiK National liberation Foist. The Nabdha^ 
Sbakh Abdullah Djaballah has already drawn large c rowd s in 
eastern Algeria, ^^aiently of fondamentalxsts unhappy with die 
giant Islamic Salv^on Front (FIS) tiiaz won local deefions last 
June. The first multi-par^ paiiiainentaiy electums are due early 
next year. Djabafiah has dxffared with both the FIS and the 
moderate fandaiwetrtaligt' leader SfaeOch Mahfbud Nahnah on fee f 
issue of pofitical a lKanoes. He- has siqipozted Nahnah’s call for aB| 
affiance, rejected by the FIS, but said ft should be restricted toj 
fundamentalist parties, ufeeieas Nahnah has other parties j 
could join. Djaballah his taken strict views on the role of women n I 
Islamic sod^ and on democracy, vphich he said should be 
conceived only whim an Islmnic framework. 
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By Nor Sati 

Spcdal to the Jordan Tloies 

wj PCOrt? MMAN — Tbe Jordanian 

militajC^’oamber of Cdmmeice will go to 
>,we woq>,^)lls to elect the n'lneniber 
in the dirsctors in what it 

not ^ 35 democratic elecoons. 

UKl other^' ‘^°^y« ^ ^ Professiozial Un- 
sers esth^° Complex in Annnan. Out of a 
leace^^^Qtl of 29 candidates, one 
ting ^ leavii^ remain- 

the Middles ^ ^ direc groups 

said. V “dependents. 

^ Base ^ The **A1 Amal” groiq>, headed 
monstiatojj^ Mohammed Asfonr, the 1987- 
' ts a stag^^ ebainnan of the Qumber of 
ople caa^bmnieice, seems to be the only 
niips. a u^lid group anth 12 membexs 
/iashingtoQ impeigning for the board of 

* ti]('^ectozs. llie group, wfaiefa rep- 

said. *tsents aD sectors (namely do- 

tting and dotbing material, can 

id spare parts. foodstufEs, ser- 
ces. moD^ exdange and jewel- 

* f^Se 0> ^ Jordan Thnes that 

TO would like to enbanoe the 
^ 3 caohTOnomic situation as it has been 

^bies in^ tuni^ after the devaluation of 
^ Ac mi^e dinar, through building 
^ght-ye^dges and AanneU between the 
^ ^as biotirivaie sector and the govem- 
^ of Mu^xnt and Pazfiameixt.'* 

shj^^'*j®4*Asfoirr added that his group 
s ^ selfing the national pm- 

trban^ ^cts not only in traditional mar- 
co„,_ bnt expand to a woridvride 

•JJ^^B^weL “We are keen to take part 
md is trying to help the private sector 

such within a very comfortable 

unoonrolicated atmoa^rere,” 

'3™ onKsfoaTaS. 

e aniD^( second group, known as 
“athegeAI Taawun,” oonquises seven 
*nt on botoembeis belong^g to the food- 


stafb sector, aocordingtosooroes 
at tire Chamber of Gosnnicxce, 
“Although their intentions axe 
not very dear, they wiU be pex^ 
to economy,** the source 
afErmi^ 

Hie tinxd groi^, the four mem- 
ber **Dlanuc Youth Group** 
wfaiefa tried to merge with “Al 
Taawtm” but only lasted for 24 
horns, “axe linking tiieir line of 
thinlcing to the Islamic way 

doing d^gs,** the soui oe at tlw 
dxaidier said. 

The independent candidates, 
most of vtiiom are ex-membeis of 
the board of cfirectocs, have not 
piodnoed a p ro gi amin e of the 
poli^ they would follow. Others, 
aoconfiag to the chamber, axe 
new and have “declared piacn- 
cally notiixng except that they 
would like to serve on the board 
of di rec l Qg.** 

At the h^igitititng of tfie elec- 
tion campaign, “Ai Amal” was 
tile only fozrned group. However, 
as die days progreawd, it was 
believed that as a gr o up, people 
would be able to have better 
control of positions witfam the 
chamber and would be more like- 
ly to gain more votes.** It remains 
to be seen what the resnlts would 
bring Monday when die voting 
vriQ start at ^ht in the mOTning 
and win last 12 hours with a 
fiexibtlity on the voting horns,” 
Asfour said. 

Aooordmg to ^lecnlatioas, out 
oi the 17,159 xegistexed com- 
panies eligiUe for voting, about 
40 cent will cast votes. This is 
a higher figure than drat of the 
last elections where out of the 
10,000 companies only 2,000 


diowed up for voting. 

The voting system, Asfour 
said, will be different horn pre- 
vious elections in that there will 
be sx voting lines rather than 
one. He expired tiiat because 
Joidanxan law does not allow 
oOnntmg votes through a compn- 
ter, and because counting used to 
take 16 hours and the numbers of 
registered companies increased 
this year, ‘*we are gemg to have 
ox polls held at the Chamber of 


pulation (fcj_ 

: need trastures not to be used 


There appev to be differences 
over tranderring the boxes from 
die ixdon bnild&g to the Cham- 
ber of Gommezee for counting. 
“The dianoes of dieaziang are 
greater,” said a candidate 
preferred anonymiiy. 

But Asfour afBnned that to 
wqre off all sn^ndons, the boxes 
will be after the voting 

eads and **we will ask all the 
rawi/Hrfafi-* to tide ou a bus which 
win take them to the chamber, 
inch the boxes.” 

Asfour added that there would 
be two oommittees: the supervis- 
ing committee, which bolds the 
highest authority in ozganiting 
the whole campaign will have 
snb-committees to supervise 
eadi box. Their members are 
bnaoess people chosen by the 
goverror of Amman. The second 
committee, better known as the 
Coimting Commictee (wfaidi win 
take plare immediately after the 
casting of votes ends), are also 
divided into sub-comminees. 
aooording to Asfour, and its 
members are non-business people 
“to avoid any kind of biaa.** 


rten. 


br growing cereals 

(J.T.) — A nnmber of 
Itizens have twen found to have 
a&oeized pasture lands with the pur- 
3 polphawse of gloving cereals, believing 


hy will be given to those irilo own 
land nei^bouring the state- 
owned land and provided that die 
land to be leased receives at least 
an average of 200 millimetres of 
rain aimiiatty, it is not located on 
a steep slope, and the lease does 
not exceed one year in duration. 

“Fhzmeis wishing to expknt 
soefa land topiodnce cereals most 
not lease a {dot less than SO 
dunums in area,” tile statement 
added. 


Minister these lands are ixiclnded in 
-Deutsche Wots assigned fay the government 
>es not hano pzodnee grain, said the Minis- 
t." Israel ^ of Agricnltnre in a statement. 

^ ago. Tt warned that pastnre lands 
S60 milbvvere not indnded in the |rfan and 
' it. Arensjaid it would prosecute those 
n reason hnvolved in growing crops on 
projea. Isiastnre land. 

St of ahsor Last month the nnnistry said 
000 Sowibat local farmers would be 
or 1991 »'«^ Uowed to acquire stauc 9 :Owned 
St tiireL^\md OIL tease -fire rdevefopment- Jimd^ 

nd for cereal production and pestw lands, could be leasbd'lbt { 
hat applications could be sent to 
he Mmistzy of Agricnltare for 
m easing purposes. 

“Any seizure of stateKiwned 
tetiti is to be considered 
Liter the ^ enoroaefament on govem- 
d S 3 tunkP®“t pK^rty, wfaidi is pumsV 
: affairs, tew,” tiie stateirent 

dah statement said that 

d agreed leasing land to fonneis, prior- 


Hie mhmtry^- statement iast 
q| 0 !R{Ii . said ^at . State-iowned ^ 


100 fils fee a donum azmually. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
also announced that wtcai and 
bailey would be grown on 30,000 
dnmzins of state-owned land in 
the Jordan Valley region during 
the current agri^tond season, 
and predicted that the project 
would increase the country’s out- 
put by nearly 11,000 tonnes. 


ite empkp • -w w 

to give Jordan a 
Egyptiaa^26« 5m contribution 

monev 

± liradsi'^MMAN (J.T.) — FoDowmg a 
PI, is&ordanian request of financial aid 
a order to cope with the effect of 
he Gulf ciias on tiie national 
xonomy, the Italian government 
it PSttV decided to concede to Jordan, for 
he years 1990 and 1991, a oon- 
■ribuiion of 30 bOIion lire (about 
million), over and above 
i imam onfinaiy cooperation prog- 
« .AeeKl^amme between the two conn- 
ovemcDi * ties. 

1 since ^ The aforesaid contribution wxH 
^ disbaiBed partly as emer g ency 

. The Nmpod aid (rice and sugv for a re- 
iarge <3^poctive amonnt of 6 and 4 bOfion 
ihappy _^re). The remazning 20 UlfiOD lire 
al eiecdoffpiild be mtiiMrf for a grant in 
IS are duffer hems (10 billion) and for 
g FIS loan fbr tire purdiase of 
Tijahnab^^an goods (10 biffion). 
lah’s caDjJ'^cr and al^e this contribu- 

be restncP 

d other 


tion (rf 30 bOtion lire, the Italian 
govenmrent had already stqxplied 
Jordan, rfizectiy or through inter- 
national organisations, with ab- 
ont S7 millxon for the needs of the 
expatriates from Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

The ItaEan aid is part of the 
effort of tire European Commun- 
ity — of wUrdi It^ has now the 
preadency — to help the eco- 
nomy of Jordan in tire present 
difBailt rit rmngmnnftK . 

Fnithermore, the bilateral 
Economic Joint Committee will 
meet in Jannazy in order to en- 
hance the ordhiaiy oooperazion 
programme betwron the two 
countries throo^ the oonoesaon 
by Italy of rrew grants and soft 
loans to Jordan. 


ole of 
said she** 


home news in brief 


Minister opens embroidery exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Coltnre hfinister Khaled Al Kaxald Monday 
(today) (^)ens the Palestinian embroideiy exhibhion, held at tiie 

Royal Cblcuzal Centre. The three-day event, organised by the 
j Aammi Awgf^ ' P»mii y w«»ifin ie Society andtbe Bireb-based FamOy 

1. Welfare Sodety, at raising funds for the femilies of tire pe<^)le 


vdio were kirifvt or wounded during tire Palestinian uprishig. The 
^ Bireh-baMia Famih Welfare Sodety has been dosed for two years 

'Rl®* by virtne of an Israeli order. The dosnre order also indiuded ^ 
.[Society’s production and the Girls* Vocational Trainmg 

Centre. The society also tuns a Idndeigaitcn, accommodating 120 
.4^1 childrett.aged 3^ years mid a nnisexy, iDdnding ^ diildien aged 
Z- - mo^ to flirce years. The production centres indnde a sewh^ 
^ii wBctkn. and an embroideiy section adiicb emirioyed some S,000 


if women. 



jf'i 

^iZarqa Municipaiity announces budget 

d'' 

_5iZARQA Omari Suadsy said 2^ 

itf'.^Munic^nfity budget axnonntiad io JD 5,573 tOOO- He noted that the 
budget i&diKied provistoDS tot die consPtnictiOD of roads at JD 
5’ 465,000, -TO 37sl^ a^)hahmg roads and JD 357,000 for 
OQDStnicfing ■ pa vFffnftnts and embankinenis- Omazit 
i|H',ispeakiiig at a public meeting held at tire adtiual forum, stressed 
>|;;^tiiat the mmndpalxty seeked to keep the dty dean and to piovi^ 
^■'jfoxvicesto various ne^bourtioods and quarters. Hie noted that the 

iBtPHgipnl jyy cuircQtly j p^^tring thft floccssaiy ntaniten aiw^ ox 

gjiroads, lanes, pavements and was buUdiDg canopies in bus statkms. 
Omari poin^ out ***** the city’s oiganisatioiial plan would be 


updated. 


WHO head 
praises 
Jordan’s 
services to 
evacuees 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the World Health 
Orgai^tiott (WHO) Hiroshi 
Nakajima Sunday praised the ser- 
vices provided 1^ the Jordanian 
go**ernment to evacoees from 
Iraq and Knwah. 

IS'a'kaianCT ^'Jordaniian 

Nakajj|^ 

saia%^ Jcimn don^ a jdpd 

jo£i'ixr''nldress^^e ifeeds df ^ 
hnndreds of thousands of 
cuees who had streamed into the 
Kingdom from Kuwait and Iraq, 
and noted that the WHO had 
been in oontinnous contact with 
Jordan. 

He pointed out that the oiga- 
nisarion had provided a fiiianrial 
suiqxirt totading S1.3 million to 
Jordan, and that it would coor- 
dinate with the Ministry of 
Heahh to cope with any emergen- 
cy resulting from an influx of 
evacuees into Jordan. 

Nakajima and the WHO Re- 
gional Director for Eastern 
Medhemnean Hussein Al Jezaiii 
toured the evacuees camps in 
Azeaq and Ruweisbed and in-' 
^pect^ tire health services pro- 
vided to them. 

The two officials also visited Al 
Bashir Hos;i»tal in Amman where 
they were briefed by Heahh 
Mmister Mohammad Addoob Al 
Zaben on the services offered by 
tire ho^tal. 


JPA 



donations 



to Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Fhannadsts Association (JPA) 
President Tayseer Homa Sunday 
called fbr dcreations of medicine 
to Iraq to help partly cover the 
sbor^e of medicine and to 
alleviate the fraqi people's suffer- 


At a press conference held here 
Sunday, Homsi said that the JPA 
had adopted a number of mea- 
sures designed to alleviate the 
mfferingc of “OUT Iraip brethren 

who always stood by ns in de- 
feooe of Patestme, and Sinai," 

He said that the assodation 
had sent cables to the UJ'f. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de OreUar, tire World Health 
Orgmiisation (WHO). Interna- 
tional Commission of the Red 
Cross, Arab Human Rights Asso- 
ciation, Amnesty International 
and Ai^ trade muons, cafiing on 
them to sbonlder their responab^ 
fities towards Iraq whidi is cni- 
rentiy suffering fr^ shortage of 
dregs and food. 

He added that the JPA*$ Ex- 
ecutive Buiean had caOed on 
Anb nuumadsts Union to bold 
a meeting here on Dec. 5 to 
rii«3Hi6B providing drugs to the 

Ixttp and Palestinian people. 


Qasem discusses 
Gulf crisis with 
Kuwaiti delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Kuwaiti 
popular delegation, wfaidi arrived 
here Saturday, Sunday be^ 
meetings with Jordanian offidals 
for discussions on the Gulf crisis 
and related issues. 

Qasem explained Jordan’s 
stand vis-a^is the crisis in the 
Gulf noting that the Kingdom 
was keen on safeguaidizig the Arab 
national interests and that it had 
been calling for a solution to the 
crisis within the Arab 
framework which can stave ofF 
danger and save the Arab region 
from mOitary confrontation. 

Qasem reviewed Jordan's 
efforts, spearheaded by His 
Majesty King Hussein, and noted 
that Jordan had been aiming az 
finding a settlement u> the crisis 
ance its outbreak, Aug. 2. 

“Removing the Gulf crisis from 
the Arab context and involving 
foreign nations in Arab-Arab a£f- 
iars has complicated the matters 
for everyone and opened the way 
for those with ambitions designs 
in the Arab region to exploit the 
siniation in a manner that would 
not augur well for the Arabs.” 
Qasem said at the meeting. 

He said that Jordan was keen 


on safeguarding the national in- 
terests ^ the Kuwaiti people and 
the Arab Nation as a whole and 
therefore it would pursue all 
efforts to save tire region from 
militaiy confrontation. 

“Jordan considers Iraq as a 
power for all Arabs and an essen- 
tial pnrt of the Arab foxoe whiefa 
should not be forsaken,” Qasem 
added. Jordan, be continued, has 
fallen victim to a campaign of 
distortions and. unjust accusa- 
tions. simply because it had 
chosen to back the Arab Naiios 
and to avoid going along with a 
feverish escalation towards milit- 
ary confrontation which 
wonld endanger the whole area. 

The delegation is led by 
Ahmad A! Saqqaf. president of 
the Kuwaiti Lestgue of Writers, 
and groups Abdul Baqi Nour, 
member of the former Kuwaiti 
parliament, Mobammad Saleh, 
diainnan of the Borad of Direc- 
tors of the Kuwaiti Al Watan 
daily as well as Saoud Al Aani, 
former minister of state for fore- 
ign affairs and Mohammad Al 
Saqer, editor of Al Qabas news- 
paper. 


House debates budget, 
wide array of subjects 


All flies in with 15 
Americans from Iraq, 
to return for more 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Boxing 
legend Mohanmad Ah flew Imo 
Amman Sunday with IS Amer- 
icans whose release be had se- 
cured from Iraq. His ^kesman 
said the boxing dianipiOD was 
planning to retuiu to Iraq for 
Christmas to secure the release of 
more Americans held in Iraq and 
Kuwait as deterrent against 
attack. 

Also arriving aboard the regu- 
lar Iraqi Airways flight from 
Baghdad were six British em- 
ployees of the U.S. Bechtel Cor- 
poration who were among IS 
Britons who were permitted to 
leave Iraq after intervention by 
British* parhamentazian Tonny 
Bean, and two Canadians who 
secnzeif «xit visas from Iraq after 
a visit to Bagdad by a three- 
lemberoC^n^an' paifEanfefif 

fMtn 

Ali, 1 ^ is afiBicted with Par- 
kinson's disease, did not speak to 
reporters at the airport. His 
spokesman, Arthur Morrison, 
said the boxer had also secured 
the release of aU employees of an 
American private sector company 
but none of them flew out on the 
same fhghc since the company 
“did not want them too be seen 
with Mbhammad Ah” — who hi« 
been seeking a negotiated solu- 
tion to the Gulf crisis. They were 
flown of separately, be said. 

“We will returo (to Iraq) for 
Christmas ou behalf of all Amer- 
ican families,” Morrison said. 

Morrison welcomed as “highly 
postive” U.S. President George 


Bush's offer to open direct con- 
tacts with Iraq over the Gnlf 
crisis. 

Bob Fenton, one of the Britons 
who arrived Sunday, said “hun- 
dreds of our friends and millions 
of Irar^ ont there will die if there 


IS war. 




“We have to avoid a war at any 
cost,” be said. “This is the mes- 
sage we are taking out.” 

All the foreigners who arrived 
Sunday said they were well tre- 
ated by the Iraqis. “We found the 
Iraqis very friendly, and keen to 
av(^ war,” said Canadian Tom 
Wolf, who paid tribute to his 
paifiamentarians' mission sriiich 
resulted in the release of five 
Canadians.. Two of the five fi.ew 
out Thursday aldngwith the par- 
hamentar^qs, and 
schedule to leave Iraq Sunday 
evening, he said. 

Some of the Americans said 
they were permanent reridents 
Kuwait who went into hiding 
after Iraq azmounoed that it was 
holding back all Americans and 
Europeans as deterrent gainst 
attack by the mnhinaiional forces 
arrayed in tire Gulf but were 
l»cked up and moved to Iraq latetj 
on. 

All the released foreigners 
appeared to be good heahh and 
none of them oomplained of any 
Ol-treatement by the liaqb. Some 
of tiiem also went out of their way 
to pay tribute to the Iraqis. 

Ali and the group are sebe- 
dnled to fly home Monday. 


By Abdullah Hasanat 
Jordsa Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After Finance 
hfittkeer Basel Jardaneb’s budget 
speech Sunday and after referring 
the budget to its Finance Com- 
mittee, the Lower House of Par- 
liament listened to .33 of its de- 
puties disensang subjects ranging 
from supply of flour to une^loy- 
ment, from political prisoneis 
and martial tew to the Gulf cri^ 
and from the export of beer to the 
{digfat of Chinese Muslims. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
told the deputies it was not true 
that Jordan vas exporting beer to 
American forces in the Gulf, that 
there was no shortage of flour in 
the country, that ttere were no 
political prisoners in the King- 
dom and that the plight of Gazan 
refugees in Jordm was not the 
responsibility of Jordan alone. 

Deputies’ qnerries were voiced 
daring spare time at the end of 
Sarxlay session after the House 
heard Jazdaneh's budget state- 
ment and passed two amend- 
ments to the aliens’ affairs law. 

Aooording to the amendments 
to the aliens' affairs law non- 
Arab foreign women married to 
Jordanians could get Jordanian 
citizenship after a 5-year reri- 
denoe in the country. 

Badzan told deputies tixat the 
abolishing of the martial law 
should be forthcoming, but that 
this law was being used to undo 
injttsooe to petite who in the 
past were wrongly sentenced 
according to this law. “We are 
using tins law in the interest of 
the people; 121 dvi] servants 
were reinstated in their jobs on 
this baas,” the prime minister 
said. 

I Answering to a charge by de- 
j puty Bassam Haddadin (Demo- 
cratic Bloc) that 30 political pris- 
oners were stil! detained in Swaqa 
prison, the prime minister in- 
sisted those people were con- 
victed of orefinary crimes that 
induded murder. Badran said 
that be had reviewed all the 
names with the House’s Political 
Freedom Committee, bat prom- 
ised to look into any case pro- 
vided by any deputy. 

Answering to pleas by Ham- 
mam Said and Mohammad Abu 
Paris to addt^ the situation of 
Gazan refiig^ in the Kingdom,-' 
the prmie ministei^ said that Gaza, 
lefoge^enteierf Jordan m 1967' 


I 


f 

I 

I 
■ 

t 

r 

% 

I 

I 


“to cross into Egypt,” and that 
Jordan “cannot solve all of their 
piobtems.” 

Asked by Deputy Bassam 
Haddadin if the Kuwaiti popular 
delegation cuirently visiting Jor- 
dan was invited by the govern- 
ment, Badran replied they were 
not. 

At least three deputies addres- 
sed the question of employment 
with the public sector. Deputy 
Atef Btmish (Istemisc) charged 
tiiat placement by the Qvil 
vioe Commission was biased. 
“Some young people were inter- 
viewed by government depar- 
ments as many as six times, but 
were denied employment,” he 
said. 

Badran proposed chat the 
dizecCor of cte Civil Service Com- 
mission report to the House 
Administration Committee with a 
list of people emi^oyed this year 
for Parliament to find any irregu- 
larities. 

Replying to a charge by Depu- 
ty Hamzeb Mansour (Islamist) 
that flour has become scarce, the 
prime minister revealed that the 
commodity was being smuggled 
out of the country “north, south 
and east.” 

“In one week alone we found 
247 tonnes of smuggled flour,” 
the prime minister said without 
spedlying the direction the goods 
were beaded. “It is being sold to 
whoever pays more, because it is 
being subddised here in Jordan,” 
be ^d. 

The prime minister, who 
throu^iout the session looked 
relax^ and in a good mood, 
denied chat Jordan was exporting 
beer to the American forces in 
Saudi Arabia. “I also heard (the 
nunour).” be said, “but when I 
inquired I found it was not true.” 

The deputies also aired views 
on the Gulf crisis, the intifada, 
Saudi-Jordanian relations, agri- 
culture, health services and eco- 
nomy. 

Communist Deputy Issa Mda- 
mft, in a lengthy paper, reviewed 
the Gulf crias and blasted the 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 678 that gave an ultimacnm 
to Iraq to pull out of Kuwait. 

He warned that according to 
Resolution 678, all U.N.-member 
states are requrred to provi^, 
every possible support for the ' 
implementation of the resolution 
“whiefa meang that if Israel de-.^^ 
dded to take ‘certain measures’.. 


like a military action against Iraq, 
Jordan is expected to fadliiate 
Israel’s intervention.” 

He pn^xrsed that the House 
condemn the resolution and cal- 
led on Arabs to assert their role 
in any political settlement of the 
crisis in the Gulf. 

The National Bloc in Parlia- 
ment, which groups 22 deputies, 
warned that the latest proposal by 
U.S. President George Bush to 
hold talks with Iraq a^d only be 
a ploy to pave tlm road for an 
American attack on Iraq. 

“Jordan should take all neces- 
sary precautions to guard its 
natioxial security,” the bloc said 
in a statement read by Depi^ 
Salameh Gbwairi. “The possibili- 
nes of war are still scronger than 
those of peace,” the bloc said. 

Deputy Fawzi Shaker Tuemab, 
from the Parliamentry Unity 
Coalition, called for more sup- 
port for the intifada and said tl^ 
it was high time that Arabs stop- 
ped begging the U.N. and the 
West to recognise Palestinian 
rights. 

“We should translate our rejec- 
tion of Israeli occupation and 
American hegemony by real re- 
sistance and by real threat to tfaeir 
interests wherever they are,” 
Tuemefa said. 

Earlier during the House ses- 
aon the House secretary general 
had read a reply from the Minis- 
tzy of Higher Education to a 
querry from Deputy Ahmad Au- 
adi /^badi ooncennng the staff 
of Yarmouk University 
Archaeological Department. The 
reply listed the fac^ty members* 
names and gave their qualifica- 
tions. 

Abbadi, however, diarged that 
the department was run by the 
U.S. embassy and ‘^another 
Western country” embassy and 
by staff wbo are affilia ted with 
I^el and intelligence serrices.” 

Abbadi product at least eight 
documents in support of his 
charge. The prime minister asked 
to see the documents, and jour- 
nalists were denied access as cus- 
tomary. 

Deputy Abdul Aziz Jaber 
( Islamis t) quoted Al Dustour dai- 
ly Sunday as reporting that the 
Chinese authorities were closing 
200 mosques after dashes be- 
tween police and Chinese Mns- 
lims. He c^ed on Paiiiament to 
protest to the Chinese govern- 
ment and urge them to stop per- 
secuting Muslims. 


Suheimat answers complaints about 
Amman municipality’s performance 


Jordan, Soviet Union 
to boost trade ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Exporters Sodety Sunday 
said it would make contacts with 
Soviet corporations and com- 
panies to arrange for barter 
agreements with them. Under 
sudr proposed ag re e m ents, Jor- 
dan will eaport products and 
commodities neeed by the Soviet 
Union in remm for goods and 
raw materials needed for Jorda- 
nian industry. 

The proposed agreement is 
aimed at finding new markets for 
Jordanian products and ensuring 
the provision of alternative low 
cost raw material, thus enabling 
the Jordanian industry to be able 
to compete with foreign indus- 
tries. 

The success of the Jozdanten 
indnstry in entering the Soviet 
markets win pave the way fbr 
tapping Eastern Europe mar- 
led,” a source from the society 
said Sunday. 

Representatives of the sodew 


were part of a Jordanian econo- 
mic delegation wfaiefa risited the 
Soriet Union last week. During 
its week-long meetings, the de- 
legation, whiefa was by I^rns- 
tzy of Industry and Trade Secret- 
ary General Ibrahim Badran, 
held talks with Soviet officials 
and Soviet bnanessmen. 

The delegation also organised a 
mini-exfaibition whiefa displayed 
samples of Jordanian products. 

The delegation discussed the 
possibility of oiganiaz^ a Jorda- 
nian mdusczial exhibition in the 
Soviet Umon next year and the 
creation of a Jordanian trade 
centre in Mersoow. to promote 
Jordanian products, with a view 
to adjusting the b^ance of pay- 
ment whiefa is now heavily m 
favour of tiie Soviet Union. The 
delegation grouped ' 30 bnsincss- 
men, induc^g Amman Chamber 
of Industry Preadent Khaldonn 
Aba Hassan. 


By E3ia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Greater Amman 
Mayor Ali Suheimat was bom- 
barded with questions about Am- 
man Munidpaiity's performance, 
policies and current plans during 
a televised discussion presented 
on Jordan Television. 

The complaints, ranging from 
lack of proper roads in outlying 
areas to of proper signs to 
direct traffic and improper city 
planning, were aired by a cross- 
section of audience which padeed 
the auditorium at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman. 

Residents from Jawa and 
Khretbet AJ Souq in sonthein 
Amman complained that their 
towns were being neglected for 
the following reasons: 

— Lack of organisational plans 
for die ntilisation of lands for 
agricoltural or nrban purposes. 

— Lade of an overpass bridge to 
prevent accidents along the 
Amman-Madaba highway whiefa 
passes through the area. 

— T-*gk of proper plans for 
developing the area even though 
h has merged with the Greater 
Amman area for more than four 
years. 

Other complaints, presented 
by people in 1Vadi Seer, said 
Amman Munidpality charged 
similar amounts of land-fees and 
imposes fines on citizens of ont- 
lying areas on equal terms with 
those on real estates and lands 

which are loca t ed in Amman's 



AH Sahefanat 

fashionable discricts that sell at a 
muefa higher value. 

In reply the zzfayor said that the 
Munidpril Coundl of Amman 
had decided that organisational 
plans for expanding the urban 
regions of the capital' would not 
be made anymore. 

Amman's urban region is esti- 
mated at 530 square kilometres, 
but only 87 square IcDometres are 
built on, the mayor explained. 
He said that much of the land on 
which Amman's houses were set 
up was regrectaUy among the 
b«t productive land in the King- 
dom, and that the mumdpaliiy 

would not allow any more c^tiv- 


able land to be wasted. 

Asked to give bis views about 
the advantages and disadvantages 
of the merger of numerous towns 
around the capital into what is 
now known as the Greater Am- 
man Repon, Suheimat said 
efforts were being exerted for 
creating elected municipal coun- 
cils in various towns and villages 
around the capital whiefa would 
ensure a great measure of auton- 
omous authority. 

“These comu^ can later elect 
a central coundl to sit at the 
Greater Amman Municipal 
Council in the capital,” be ex- 
plained. 

The mayor admitted that cer- 
tain towns had benefitted more 
than others from the merger 
which took place four years ago, 
but he said that future plans 
would be drawn up in a fairer 
manner. “Decentralisation 
should sooner or later take place 
so that the el e cted people can 
have a say in their own regions, 
but in the meantime committees 
set up by the central council can 
help solve many of the issues, 
Suheimat said. 

Suheimat was ^ed about the 
munidpaiity’s plans to save tbe 
Wadi Al Haddadeb district, a 
low-lying area in the poor dis- 
tricts of Amman, from the danger 
of floods in the rainy season, ‘^e 
mayor said that culverts would be 
built to drain the water away and 
other drastic measures would be 
adopted to solve the problem by 
1991 at the latest. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe /bOowmg Sstings are conifxled from mootiily balletins and 
die daBy Aralac press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place vtdtb die ooncenred znstitntibns. 


•fe Eihibitiati of 39 paiwHwgp by Iraqi artist Haimat 
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'ir Rxhihltlon of British arehaealogkd p re dic t s in Jordan at the 


☆ Eriribitkm of Palestinian embroidery at the Royd C ul t ura l 


'ft- Plastic art cxhlbltfon by 
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Seminar tackles communication programmes 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Friediicb 
Naumann Foundation of Ger- 
many Sunday open^ a xminar 

in Amman to assess the work of 
cooperative guides employed in 
various parts of the country and, 
according to tbe organisers, the 
participaDts will be oriented on 
better means of promot i ng oom- 
mnnication with local oommuni- 
ties. 

Walter Rndle, who repre- 
sented the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation at tbe opening ses- 
sion, said that plans been laid 
to promote communication 
tfaxougfa detailed programmes to 
be ixnplezziented in coopezatioa 
with tbe Jordan Cooperative 
Otgamsadon (JCO), 

Ayonb Batazseh, JOO’s deputy 
cfirector, voiced appreciatioD of 

the foundation’s efforts and 


assistance, especiaDy in organis- 
ing seminars and training courses 

to ensure the success of tbe com- 
munications programznes with 
tbe rural oommnnities. 

Batarseh reviewed the various 
topics to be discussed by tbe 
pairictpaots which, he said, aim 
at filler deepening the aware- 
ness and bolstering tbe capabili- 
ties of the cooperatives in Jordan. 

Ihe first sessioa ab- 

out various difficulties oooper- 
ators face and handle in the 
course of their duty. 


The foundation last month 
handed over the “Cooperative 
Development Support Com- 
mnnicatioo PiDgramme** to JCO, 
making it tbe o^y organisation in 
tiie d^loping world owning a 
complete video-production- 

centre, equipped with both low 
band and Ugh band recording 
and processing equipments as 
well as distnlmtion technology, 
comprising a mobile video cine- 
ma, 15 viewing units and a car- 
park of three buses fimiisbed 
with all audio-vtsual teaching and 
training materials. 
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Everything on the 

table 


IRAQ has coupled its positive response to U.S. 
President George Bash’s offer to engage the Iraqi 
leadership in talks on the Gulf crisis with a call to 
include the Palestinian problem on the agenda. This 
Iraqi proposal has already received a negative reactioii 
fjrom the Bush administration ostensibly because 
Washington rejects any linkage between tbe two 
issues. However, as the projected talks between the 
two sides are not intended to be **n^otiations*’ in tbe 
strict sense of the word tbe argument in favour of 
broadening the scope and horizon of such discussions 
is strong. Rather than exclude any subject that 
appears critical from the point of view of one side or 
tbe other, it would be much wiser to let each ade blow 
off steam on any issue in order to solve all outstanding 
problems between tbe two countries* 

In this context, the issue of mass destructive 
weapons — be th^ nuclear or chemical or biological 
— can be raised and put on the table. Since the 
Americans have repeatedly made a big issue of the 
allied imminent Iraqi development of primitive types 
of nuclear weapmis, the question to be asked is why 
SDCh a crucial subject has to be left out of talks with 
the Iraqi side. Sordy Washington would prefer to deal 
with this grave matter peacefully instead of keefang it 
as a dangerous point of cmitention with Baghdad. For 
if or when there is agreement between Iraq and the 
U.S. on the immediate ques^n of Kuwait the issue of 
security and stability in the region would stiQ remain 
with the presence of mas^destrnctive weapons at the 
centre of it all. By cryuig wolf about Iraq’s nudear 
capability without ever mentioning the two-decade old, 
infinitely more superior nudear and fiiermonndear 
capalalify possessed by Israel, Washington is sending a 
dear signal that the Jewish state has an inherent rigjit 
to have sudi weapons. Hypocrisy and doable stan- 
dards again? You bet. This is not an attempt to 
overburden or encumber the forthcoming lraq-U.S. 
talks with highly ambitious projects and conditimis. 
The world is entitled to know what is in store for it in 
tbe two rounds of talks between the iraqis and the 
Americans. In clearer terms, people should in^ that 
both preSMtents, Bosh and Hussein, do not lose the 
opportunity to achieve an historical politicai settlement 
by either engaging in theatrics at the expense of 
substance or by poshing for a Byzantine debate th«* 
win lead nowhere. 




Millions of peace-loving people in die wohd share with Crown 
Priooe Hassan the hope that the coming dialogue be tw ee n Iraq 
and the United States will be a responsible one, and aimed at 
laying the foundation for geoBioe peace and security in the region, 
said A1 Ra'i daily Sunday. Millions of people in this world agree 
with Prince Hassan when ^ says that Inq which wasfirst 

lo exTcnd a hand for dialogue aou peace and that it was iofdaa 
which right from the start had been endeavouring to bring about 
this dialogue to attain the aspired peace, said the paper. In order 
to su c ceed, the coming dialogue should be conduct^ with great 
care and reticence and requires from the United States to ignore 
all those voices including that of Henry Kissinger, which had been 
advocating war because those voices represent tbe real world 
terrorism, coming from people who do not conceal their hostility 
toward tbe Arabs and their intention of imposing hegemony on 
their territory and their wealth, tbe paper noted. Kissinger’s voice 
was echoed, not surprisingly, by Israel which has been hoping that 
the militaiy force deployed in the Gulf would destroy Iraq and 
remove a formidable power that prevents the Zionists from 
achieving their goals, the paper pointed out. The paper said that 
Kissinger and his like are now- expected to become active again, to 
foil U.S. attempts for reaching a settiement with Iraq. Therefore, 
said tbe paper, we call on the U.S. administration to take 
preautionary measures and never to succumb to any presures or 
instigations to give up the dialogue with Iraq, because the other 
alternadve is surety a devastating war with catastrophic consequ- 
ences. 

A columnist in AI RaT daily calls on the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) to arrange for medicines to be dispatched to 
Iraq, and notes that the presence of WHO's director general in 
Aflunan is a golden opportunity for the Jordanian government to 
bring up the matter and ensure that suf&dent qoantities of 
mecficine will reach the sick in Iraq. SahA Abdid * says that 
tbe WHO director should be approached urgently to follow in the 
footsteps of Switzerland whidi bad succeeded in dispatching badly 
needed medicines to the Iraqi people. Tbe writer notes that 
Health Minister Mohammad Addoub Al Zaben can bring up tbe 
subject and can insist that humanitarian matters should 
priority over ^ other consideratioos. Now that the United States 
has dedared hs intention to enter into dialogue with tbe Iraqi 
teadeisfaip to find a lasting settlement to the Gulf problem the 
time is most opportune to bring up tbe subject of supplying Iraq 
with mediemes on bumanitariao grounds, tbe writer notes. Any 
poritive move in this direction, the writer notes, could have its 
benefidai effect on tbe outcome of tbe dialogue, because, he says, 
the dtspatehing of medidnes can only iiufiiate good intentions 
which are prerequisites for a successful outcome. 




Weekly Politicai Pulse 


By Dr- Waleed Sadj 


Are the Arab leaders hibernating? 


the key to ontan^lng tbe Gulf puzzle can only be found in tbe 
reasons that led to its eropdoo m the first place. Only by 
scrutinising tbe underlying Actors that precipitated tbe Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait tfaortmghly would one be able to find the 
necessary antidotes for redressing the entire Kuwaiti confiict. To 
simply state ftat Iraq was interested in securing a wider foothold 
on Gulf coastline or that it sought to secure the two islands off 
tbe coast of Kuwait, for strategic reasons or even that it wanted to 
get a greater share of the di^nited Rumeileh oil field revenues 

would be missing the main point totally. None of these objectives 
were ever big or substantial enough to warrant an all out invasion 
of a neighbouring Arab country. 

There are ano^r two probable explanations for the Iraqi 
milit 2 uy action in Kuwait: Orc is “nationalistic'’ in the sense that 
Iraq views Kuwait bistoricaDy as an integral pan of Iraq that was 
car^ out by the colonial of Britain ba^ in tbe midst of the 

colonial era. The other could be economic, pure and simple. 
Having etnergol from its war with Iran trium^Aant but exhausted 
economically. Iraq v ee r ed towards Kuwait and the other Arab 
Gulf countries for speedy financial assistance to salvage its 
strained economy. When Raghrfari suspected that Kuwait was in 
cahoot with Washington to bleed the Iraqi economy for what it 
saw as obvious Westeni suategic objectives by denying it the kind 
of assistance Iraq was pleading for, the Iraqi leaders interpreted 
that as an act of war justifying even an invasion and occupation. 

These two reasons are open for conjuncture by all sides not 
privy to the inner thoughts of Iraqi Prudent Saddam Hussein. 


But once the Iz^ psychology is analysed and its mocivatioiis 
comprehended, it wotdd become infinitely easier to provide the 
way out of tbe quagmire in the Gulf. In tl^ context it is amazing 
how the Arab leaders have acted in concert with tbe world in 
Bolating the Iraqi leadciship instead of en^ging it vritfa a 
continuous diplomacy with a view to pin-pointing tbe senative 
point or f^or in the Iraqi decisioii that led to its invasiOD of 
Kuwait. It appears to me as utterly ixresponrible on tbe part of 
Arab leaders to have shunned aw^ from President S adda m Hussein 
at a time wben contacting faini cooM be so critical to the quest for a 
peaceful sointion to the Gulf conflict. It is one thing to try and £a2 
to convene an all out Arab sonunit or even a mim-summit as 
proposed by King Hassan of Morocco and qmte asofiwr not to 
engage tbe Iraqi leader in any shuttle diplomacy by several Arab 
leaders. To opt to stay aloof from the Iraqi capita! was simp^ a 
prescription for further isolation of Iraq and its leadership and the 
hardening of hs position. At a tune when various Western veteran 
leadms are visiting Ba^idad to discuss with tbe Iraqi president 
possible peace t erm s, the Arab leadership was noticeably absent 
fr om tbe Iraqi scene at a time wben it ^ould have been in tbe 
forefront of these efforts to resolve the Kuwaiti crisis peacefully 
and equitably. 

Ima^ne, if you please, that tbe various Arab kings and 
presidents kept shuttling between King Fahd and Preadent 
Hussein as a prelude to a meetizig with tbe Kuwaiti leadership to 
resolve tbe Gulf crisis. It is haid to believe that Arab leaders 
would emerge from such meetings empty banded. It is more 


pxobable not that the Arab leaders would be able to Arrive ^ 

a breakthrou^ in the stalemate in the Gulf in due oouae. 

Thw piopositioa becomes all the more relevant in tbe wake ^ 
'President Geroge Bush’s belated offer to engage Iraqi Frerident 
ftwidam Hussem in a dialogae as a last dhch effort to defuse the 
Gulf That oflfer presents a diance of a life time to get 
n^otiatioiu between Iraq and die U.S. going on the Kuwahj 
fOfifKrt Hus is tiren tbe time for ^{tiomaqr to 

reactivated at full speed in order to ntni.se this opportiimty tof , 
p- Bor in the Onlf before it slips away. la this vein, one 
m gpigt that the leaders of tbe nine Arab goveniments who batt ' 

expressed synqratiiy with the Iraqi piedScament should make a 
pn grwnapi. peooe en-masse to Baghdad to give their advise^ 
the Iraqi leadership during these very oitical times. It would be of 
oomse infinitely mom helpful if all the Arab leaders would eogagt 
the Iraqi leader in direct contacts during the rqroooung six weCki 
with a view to helping in the drawing up of a formula for peace 
and stability in tiie Gulf region. No doubt that President Btuh’s 
final say about die oouise of die projected negotiations with Ut 
liacp coonteipart would be detennined by the positiaris of the 
Arab leaden towards Iraq vriieiher poatively or negatively. To 
stitch together a comprehensive deal that can adefaess and redres 
the various issoes and grievances would require the Arab leaders' 
participation in the most direct way in the talks ahead of us. Hik 
is no *i«wg to be too guarded or too shy about getting involved is 
interArab shuttle diplomacy at the highest levels because the 
alternative is simply ^ dairnimg for all sides. 



Bush’s overture to Iraq an 
answer to his domestic critics 




Baker the diplomat behin 
U.S.-led call for war 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — President 
George Bash's diplomatic 
overture to Iraq airo is his 
answer to congressional critics, 
sceptical fromer U.S. military 
commanders and sagging pulh 
lie opinion polls, all reSecting 
widespread worry he is eager 
to go to war with Iraq. 

Even if Bush’s offer to swap 
envoys whh Iraqi falls flat, be 
will be able to say be gave 
diplomacy one last chance to 
avert a clash in tbe Gulf. 

Hicre is no apparent U.S. 
plan to induce Ii^ to give up 
Kuwait, and while Bush has 
been adamant about deman- 
ding total withdrawal, an offer 
of a partial solution — if Fore- 
ign Miniscer Tareq Aziz were 
to bring such a ooncessfon to 
tbe White House late next 
week — might get serious bar- 
gaining going. ... 

But Ir^ so for is not offering 
to give up Kuwait. 

Many members of Congress 
said they were pleased by 
Bush’s proposal Friday a> re- 
ceive Aziz and then to send 
Secretary of State James Baker 
to Baghdad tbe following 
week. 

There fundamental com- 
plaint. shared by several for- 
mer U.S. military comman- 
ders, is that Bush was not 
giving diplomacy and the sanc- 
tions slapped on Iraq after the 
Aug. 2 invasion enough time to 
work. 

So far, however, diplomacy 
has failed. 

Soviet President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev sent a special emis- 
sary. Yevgeny Primakov, to 
Baghdad on peace missions- 

But despite some optimistic 


rumblings, tbe trips and a re- 
cent visit to Moscow by Aziz 
were not productive. 

Wben Baker was in Moscow 
last month for a briefing from 
Gorbachev and Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze, be 
found tbe Soviets no more 
optimistic than tbe U.S. gov- 
ernment of a political settle- 
ment over Kuwait. 

A senior U.S. official said 
the Iraqis had “stiffed'* the 
Soviets. 

Similarly, an offer by the 
ousted Kuwaiti rulers to dis- 
cuss Iraq's territorial dispute 
with them after a total with- 
drawal did not elicit a positive 
response from Baghdad. 

Nor did Iraq grab the line 
tossed him by French President 
Francois Mitterrand two 
months ago. 

In a carefully constructed 
U.S. speech. Mitterrand 
advised Iraq that withdrawing 
from Kuwait could help the 
Palestinians in their struggle 
with Israel and even curb Sy- 
rian influence in Lebanon. 

Those are two of Iraq's main 
goals, but tbe incentive simply 
was not enough to persuade it 
to give up Kuwait. 

After the U.N. Security 
Council set Jan. IS as deadline 
for withdrawal. Baker said “we 
do not stop tbe di;^matic and 
political efforts now at ali." 

But he gave no due vdiat 
approaches might be under 
ooDsideration. 

At his news conference Fri- 
day. Bush said only that Baker 
would be w illing “to discuss all 
aspects of tbe Gulf crisis.*’ 


And Baker again insisted 
Iraq should not be permitted to 
reap “rewards'* for the Aug. 2 
invasion. 

The U.N. resolution does 
not make war inevitable if Ira- 
qi forces remain iu Kuwait past 
Jan. IS. 

Presumably, the United 
States might bold its fire if 
some semblance of negotia- 
tions was under way. 

At the same time, Iraq might 
seize on some face-saving ges- 
ture if it were convinced Bush 
would go to war over Kuwait 
otherarise. 

From the outset, tbe Iraq 
has tried to link the crisis in the 
Gulf to the Palestinian prob- 
lem. 

Baker has offered to discuss 
“in good faith” this week uith 
supporters of the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO)-ji 
.move to have U.N. peacekeq?- 
ezs monitor IsraeTs treatment 
of Paflestntians.’"" • -,s:-7 

Obviously. Iraq wants lot 
more than that ffom Israel’s 
dosest aUy. but h could be a 
beginning. 

And yet. Bush has been re- 
lentless in his denunciation of 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait, 
comparing Saddam to Hussein 
Adolf Hitler. And Baker said 
before the vote Thursday in 
the Security Coundl: “We 
must meet the threat to inter- 
national peace created by Sad- 
dam Hussein’s aggression.” 

Their tough talk, Saddam's 
cool reaction to the Soviet, 
French and Kuwait overtures 
and tbe absence of a new for- 
mula for compromise all sug- 
gest Bush’s initiative is mostly 
a gesture designed to protect 
his image. 


By Barry Sdmekl 
Tbe Associated Jhess 

UNITED NA'nONS — The 
stakes were never higher — war 
or peace — and wfafle it’s far too 
early to know how the showdown 
will play out. Secretary of State 
James A. Baker can mke credit 
for succeeding in very difficult 
diplomacy regarding Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait. 

B^er rounded up the votes for 
the U.S. resolution to threaten 
Iraq with force by lobbying all 14 
other members of the U.N. 
Security Council. He made two 
long trips abroad and then, in an 
lltb-hour drive, held eigfrt sepa-. 
rate meetings with foreign minis- 
ters in New York in advance of 
the vote. 

The resolution was approved 
Tborsday by a vote of 12-2. Ye- 
men and Oiba voted against it 
and China abstained 

Baker apparently cut no pri- 
vate- deals, ,but be gave ^soine: 
gfpund'on the .Palestinian. issDe.:. 
“^e should be wfliing atiafl'timeX 
to ‘ ronfront tbe problems that 
exist,*' he said. 

However, he rejected an effort 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation to link Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait witii Arab demands on 
Israel. 

Tbe FLO bad tried to utilise 
tbe crisis in tbe Golf to make 
some headway of its own — with 
support from Yemen, the only 
At^ country on tbe Council, and 
a few other sympathisers. . 

Baker’s main task was to make 
sore the Soviet Unioa, Oiioa, 
France and Britain, all perma- 
nent members of tte CfouncQ, 
would not block the resolution 
with a veto. 

Britain and France have joined 
the United States in committing 
troops to defend Saudi Arabia 
and were never in doubt. They 
have stood aJongsufe tbe adrmnis- 


tration of U.S. PresideDt George 
Bush from the outset, although 
French Preadent Francois Mit- 
terrand preferred putting m<»e 
emphasis on dzplomacy. 

Ghtna played an ambiguous 


Baker met witii Foreign Minis- 
ter Qian Qichen twice — in Cairo 
earlier in the month and then in 
New York at midni^t Wednes- 
day. 

The Chinese are sk^tical ab- 
out using force to liberate 
Kuwait, but Baker srdidted a 
pledge not to block the resolu- 
tion. 

After making his pitdi, he told 
reporters, “I didn’t detect a 
wfafrle lot of express i ons of un- 
faai^nness” whh tire rescrfntion. 

A poker-feoed p<riitician who 
helped lift his old Taxas country- 
dub budd^. George Bush, to the 
presidency. Baker has never run 
. .a graver tbaiLtiie threat to go 

to war over Knwait if Iraq does 
•noc-pi^xmt by Jan. 15. i^lbe 
.reaohxtfon.^pe^fies. - v.: Imt 
- 1 ' After -2 Ira^'ZB|v%ii 

skm, Bal^s skills were put to a 
slightly di f feren t test. His task 
was to assemble tiie odd alfiance 
that has confronted Iraq at the 
United Nations and in the Gulf 
itself. 

This brought together such dis- 
parate elements as Syria, still 
branded by tiie State Department 
as a sponsor of terroris m ; the 
Saudi monarchy; Western demo- 
cracies and tbe ousted Kuwaiti 


Baker even tried to enlist Cuba 
to at least support the resolution. 
Bm in tbe firrt, formal, high-level 
U.S.-Coban meeting in more 
than 30 years, Fttteign Minister 
Isodoro Malmierca told Baker 
the resolution was unacceptable. 

The question now is, “vdiat 
next?" 

Douglas Hurd, tbe British fore-' 
ign secretary, said tiie United 


Nations had sent Irarp Presidea 
Saddam Hussein a dear messa^ 
**We are making a strong bit 
for peace on tbe basis of fak 
withdrawing, cutting away all ih 
oonfrision,” Hard said. “Theici 
a period of time during wfaidi k 
hu the peaceful o^ons in h 
hands.” 

And yet, Hurd said of dc 
Jan.lS dudUne: ‘it’s not iodei- 
uite.” 

Standing defiantly within rang 
of Iraqi ntissiles on thanksghiig, 
Bush acknowledged tiie dai^ 
as he told U.S. troops in Sai^g 
Arabia. 

one knows precisely wbea 
tins dSetatOT may acquire stomic 
weapons or exactly whom tbe; 
may be aimed at down tbe road, 
but we do know this for sure: Re 
has never possessed a veapoo 
tiiat he didkt use.” 

In the meantime, Baker and 
the administration have bad foe 
kind of break that any politica 
operatiwxrelBbes felfing into hi 
l^P- L . 

*niegifni^ Union, after inast 
ing for montiis that diplomat 
should be given more time, nov 
has turned on Saddam with a fan 
matching Bush’s. 

Incensed that Bagdad faa 
trapped more than 3,000 Sovid 
dtizens in Iraq. President Nfikfaai 
S. Gorbachev demanded oi| 
Mbnd^ that Iraq withdraw fiomi 
Kuwait and free foreign hostages. 

“The fate of Iraq is in tbe buids 
of its leadership,” be said. *TiiiK 
is running out.” 

Until Gorbachev leveled fotd 
threat at Iraqi Foreign MimsKf 
Taiiq Aziz in Moscow, tbe 
Soviets were very cautious about 
threatening to use foroe. 

But the caution Goitechev and 
his Foreign bfinister, Eduard A 
Shevardrmdze, showed m thdi 
meetings with Baker now has 
given way to unqualified soppoit 
for the Bush administration. 


The dream of Satan in heaven’? 


THE most amazing pacorama 
manifested itself in form of 
Jordanian democracy at Parlia- 
ment earlier this week when 
Deputy Issa Medanat a Com- 
munist took tbe podium in his 
capacity as the most senior 
Parliament member. He was 
followed there by Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat in bb role as leader of 
the powerful Muslim Brotber- 
hood bloc in tbe National 
Assembly. The Communists 
had thus enjoyed sitciag in tire 
speaker's chair for a few mi- 
nutes only to give way later to 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
leader who relies on a strong 
bloc of deputies hoping to bold 
control of the bouse for a tong 
time to come. 

When Issa Medanat briefly 
mounted the podium one of 
the other deputies oonunented 
saying: **Now the Communists' 
dream has come true.” Bet 
another deputy representing 


Saddam 

(CoutiiiBcd fhm page I) 

months of milita/y build-up. 

Me said it would not serve 
peace if tbe idea of exchanging 
envoys was **to salve conscieiices 
and say: tbeTe, we've cried to 
talk to without Iraq re- 
Dounemg its position,*” 
hasting that tbe Palestiman 
[xx^em must be linked to a 
political settlement in tbe Gulf, 
Sa d da m suggested that nxTre time 

mm 


“Between now and March 25 
there is enough time to see if tbe 


the Muslim Brotherhood 
group replied: “The dream of 
Satan in Heaven.’* 

There are persisteDt ques- 
tions on the minds of many 
people, like: Will the govern- 
ment rule tiie country thzou^ 
tbe Muslim Brotherhood? Will 
tiie Muslim Brotherhood rule 
through the government? V^l 
tbe Muslim Brotherhood bring 
tiieir own government to rule? 
We wonder whether the period 
of oounship between the Mus- 
bm Brotherhood and the gov- 
ernment has come to an end 
and whether there mil be an 
imer-marriage between tbe 
two with the Muslim Brother- 
hood bolding tbe upper hand. 
We believe the government of 
Mcdar Badran has paved tbe 
way for the Brotherhood to 
come to rule althougb it re- 
frained from giving them any 

ffiiaisteria] portfolios uadi 
now. 


world wants war or peace, or 
rather if the United States wants 
war or peace." Saddam said. 

He hs promised to free all 
foreigners from Dee. 25 to March 
25 if nothing “disturbs the di- 
mate" of peace. 

“We can set them free... as 
soon as we have President Bush’s 
assurance that he will not attack 
the Iraqi people between now 
and Mardi 25,” Saddam said in 
the mteniew. After that "we will 
count on God to face any even- 
tnaHty." 

Saddam said Iraq had oo nuc- 
lear btxnb. “H we had niKlear 
arms we would have no qualm 


By Sultan Hattab 


‘The MusGm Brotherhood members in Pariia- 
mrat win, of coarse, keep one eye on tbe streets 
and the other on the government so as to ensure 
firm popular suf^rt, a tactic which other smaller 
groups most probably fall to benefit fipom.’ 


Help came wben tbe govern- 
ment held the stick in the 
middle after the Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc refused to 
partfeipaie in the government 
at first. The ^-emment de- 
liberately avoided including 
any of the Brotherhood’s 
adversaries amoog its OKiubcTs 
and prefened to look as if h. 
were an extension of the pre- 
vious ^vernment by retaining 
a special relationship with the 


about saying so. because you 
know Israel has nuclear 
weapots... but we do DOC possess 
the nudear arm,” he said. 

“You must ask Bush to give a 
jidedgc not to have recourse to 
arms before Mazeb 25, in order to 
Sive you and others tbe dumoe to 
find a better way," Saddam said, 
refening to France and other 
allies of Wasbmgton in the Gulf 
crisis. 

Iraq’s 250-membcr National 
Assembly rejected Iasi week’s 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
authorising military action 
against Iraq if it does not witb- 
tfraw by Jan. IS. Baghdad Radio 


Muslim Brotherhood. 

But now that the Muslim 
Brotberhocxl has taken hold of 
tbe key to parliament to man- 
ipttlaxe the political at 

tfaeir will, one can only wonder 
wfaat the coming scenario win 
be. 

The Mosiiin Brotherhood 
members in Parliament will, of 
ootuse, keep one eye on the 
streets and the other on tbe 
government so as to ensure 


said the assembly accused tbe 
United Stales of fbremg council 
members “under pressure of ter- 
rorism, blackmail, intimidation 
and enticement” to vote for tiie 
resolution. 

The Iraqi army’s AI Qaefissiyah 
daily dedWed that Iraq wants 
“serious and thorough" dialogue 
with tbe United States to end tbe 
Gulf crisis peacefully. 

The news^per stressed that 
Iraq was not interested in a “[ro- 
ftxma meeting which Bush nc^ 
to overcome his domestic prob- 
fems and vdiich be mi^t use as a 
new pretext with the American 


firm popular support, a tactic 
wMcfa other smaller groups 
most probably foil to benefit 
from. The Muslim Brotiier- 
faood deputies now fooe a pile 
of contorted forms of draft 
laws and leg^azions which 
have been lying idle in Parlia- 
ment for years. These de- 
puties, like others, admit that 
very little bad been done with 
regard to these laws and one 
^wonders now whether they 
would become more active in 
Pariiamenc in order to shonl- 
der tbe main tasks tbere ocm- 
cft niing laws and le^slations. 
Will they now embark on reor- 
ganising tix house to then- 
taste from within and in a hasty 
m a nner beftrre anyone b^tns 
publis^g slogans cr before 
finalising tbe prgramme for 
taking control of the govern- 
ment affaizs. The Jordanfan 

public attaches great import- 
ance to the present sta ge which 


people to justi^ his a^gressioti 
against fraq.” 

Iraq’s Revoluxionaiy Comr 
mand Council said Satuzdi^ it 
accepted “the idea" of Bush’s 
offer to send Baker to Baghdad 
for ta lk s tbe Gulf crisis and 
inviting Aziz to Wasbrngton. 

Iraq warned the Sovfet Union 
that it could lose its inflneiioe in 
the Arab World if it sent troops 
to tta Gulf, tiie Iratp News Agen- 
cy rqxjTted- The warning follows 
conments by Soviet Foreign 
j^ fifirt er Eduard Shevardnadze 
Thuzsday that Moscow would 

send troops if Soviets trapped in 

Iraq were mis t i eated. 


requzzes a host of practiai 
measures. The pnUic wind 
brought tbe Mn^im Brofoa- 
hood members to PazliaiiKtf 
without asking questions i| 
now awarting actim and id 
watdi to see how they haim 
tbe dialogae with the gawd 
ment. They win also wait aw 
see how they Irill handle dt 
economy and other sodal aid 
national issues. 

# 

The public is not iirterest^ 
in deta^ and foimalities 
is no doubt concerned to ^ 
that national nniqF is niaiB- 
tained and is certaiiily ^ 
terested in maintaining ^ 
confrontation with the eaatiti 
of the Arab Nalimi. The pul^ 
in Jordan is deteranned to 
tect the social gains attafnedtf 
for and which Irave come 
as a result of tiie efforts of ^ 
vanguards vrfio the 
stone fOT this homeland. , 


A Foreign Mrnistiy qiokd 
man, quoted by the Iraqi 
Agency, said Shevardnad^' 
oomment was “aimed at findiof' 
just ific ation to send Soviet tib4* 
to tiic regjon.” . 

"TTie Soviet leadership ^ 
lose ffiw^ of its frientbhip^ 
tStifity with 200 million AixN * 
the S^et activity goes 
than it has gone so fer,” ^ 
spokesman . 

The Soviet news agency T^ 
ipioted Shevardnadze as 

on Hiday that Moscow would ^ 

h ea t a t e to use force to prottf ” 
3,^ citizens stifl stranded i 
Iraq 
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They wait and wait as they starve 


By Jolbn SamBiere 


FROM the hoi desert floor 
ODOdde the Red Sea port of 
Assab OQT Hcrcolcs dtznbs into 
die sky and heads inland. For 
an bonr; the ^ane ffies noztii 


Then, om of the acid, featn r e- 
lesspiam bdow rises the mas- 
sive eastern escaipment of the 
ElhSopian hi^ila^, like an 
island rising &om a sea. Oar 
plane does not so modi land at 
Aanaxa as the earth comes op 
to meet it. 

Toodimg down is a danger- 
ons exerose. Since Febimuy 
iast year the Eritr ^ P eople's 
liberation Ront (EFLF) has 
dtelled AsmaiB'*$ aiiport horn 
die hnis and valleys beyond 
almost daily. But die airei^ is 
oa the gtonnd for just 12 mi> 
notes; 20 tonnes ctf floor are 
offloaded by a team of 30 
poxtexs, on to a trade badeed 
into the xear of the ancraft. As 
die relief food heads for the 
distribLition centres, the Hex^ 
enks is on its way bade to 
Assab to re-load. 


controiOed territxny, anoeber is- 
land firing from the arid low- 
lands. It is an island supplied 
from the air. 

Bot Ae 160 tonnes of food 
(be planes bxmg in dafly is not 
nearly enon^ to feed a 
population wlwji has seen the 
harvest fail four times in the 
yean anoe the of 1984- 
85. To leadi the one million 
peofrie cnxiendy afCected by 
food shortages in the 
gove nu nent-beld endave, at 
I ga fl twice qpBiffity of 
food would be needed. 

Ihe ling round the highlands 
is squeezing the life from Erit- 
rea’s c^iitaL It is per h a p s the 
most b^tifrzl dty m Africa; 
set ax 8,000 feet on the of 
the great escarpment, it is an 


teipleue of jaeaxanda and the 
pahn lined aveones and villas 
wxeadied in bongaxnvxDaeas, a 
planned exey populated by a 
gradons African people. The 
hi^ilaiid air is dev and in the 
per fec tly preserved avennes 
the d^ people used to stroll 
each evemng to its cafes and 
squares to enjoy the tem p er a t e 


dons jonrn^ from Ethiopia’s 
only operable port to the Erit- 
rean capital four times eadi 
day, seven days a week. Since 
rebel forces oociqjied Ertorea’s 
own poet of Musawa eariier 
rids year, the United Natiras 
airlift has lepiesenced riie only 
lifeline for the people of 
Aanaxa and sorrounding ooixn- 
oyside. For these million and a 
people, home is a besieged 
endave afloat on its high 
plateau above EPLF- 


Bve now udiea dnric fells the 
dty smqdy goes to sle^. 

There is no etectziciQf, no 
diesel feel for generators or 
vdxides, and no water in the 
mams. In the darkness, look- 
ing out on the once pro^ieroos 
dty, you nxi^ wdl be de^ in 
The Gomxtr^ide. 

And what to Euzopean eyes 
k)oks at fiist Ske Asaxaxa’s 
quaint 1930s cahn^ — xtssimfde, 
siylxdi shop fronts and a car- 
&M avennes frozen m rime, 
like an iSiistxadoa from the 


Budget 

(CoDliBiMd from page 1) 


commodities were estimated at 
JD 92.5 nnllioa, an increase ctf JD 
32.S million front 1990 and the 
difference is dne to the hike in 
interaarional prices, according to 
the minister. 

During 1S190, the Kingdom 
q>ent $286 mSIion to r^ny and 
service foreign debts and has 
seemed agreement for new foans 
amounting to $462 million, Jar- 
dangti told Farliazneac. 

.. .nsetniiriseer said. the focai-dne- 
but mqiaid debt until end 1990 
was S6.666''fa^Bon wfaileivit>was- 
S6.611 bflZion at the end of 1989. 

Jordan wiH oonrinne its efforts 
to reschednle hs fmeign debts 
wirii rile commercial bai^ repre- 
sented by the LcHidaii Qub, Im 
said. 

The ^rinnmr said the exingen- 
des bTongfrt in by the Gnlf criris 
had made the conthmed in^rfe- 
inentatian of its econoinxc reform 
programme very difficnit and 
warranted a fresh programine as 
represented in the five-year jrian 
starting 1991. Under tte eariier 
programme, fen econmodc recov- 
ery was expected by 1993. 

Jardanefa said the Jordanian 
tfinar temaincd stable against all 
foreign enzrendes. The King- 
dom’s balance of payments in 
1989 riiowed a soipto of $348 
million vrinle it had increased to 
$452 mflixon in the first half of 
1990, an increase of 29.9 per cent. 

The Kingdom’s foreign ex- 
chan^ reserves stood at $4& 
wwlHon in June 1989 but rose to 
$646 million in 1990, an increase of 
39 per cent. This exdndes gold 
reserves and private deposits, he 


The minister said Jordan’s los- 
ses as a result of the Gnlf crisis 
were estimated at not less than 
$730 ntiTlkwi in 1990, and wfll 
exceed $200 million every month 
in 1991 ff the crisis were to 
continne. 

Jardaneh called on mtemation- 
al bodies and institntioiis to ex- 
tend immediate su{port for Jor- 
dan. Hie noted that international 
eiqierts,.' Jncindnig ;Woild Bank 
and Ihtetnatioiial'MoixetafyFniid- 
(Dff)^re^rfefeitritives, baire esti- 
mated Che Kingdom’is losses dar- 
ing 1990 at $1 bniion and $23 
biflioa in 1991. 

Aoconfing to Jardaneh, Jordan 
Is eaqpected to receive $190 mil- 
lion in assistanoe fimn Germany, 
and $135 xnilHon of this amount is 
expected to be received before 
the end of the year. The Kngdom 
win also receive $350 millira in 
loans, incinding $275 million 
from Japan, be said. 

Ihe noted dux the 

^nrcqiean Commmiity had prop- 
osed $2.2 bOIicm in assistanof! to 
compensate oountries lut by the 
Gnlf ciiris, and that $680 nrillion 
of th« amount will be paid one in 
1SI91 by the European Commis- 
sion its budget and riie rest 
by EC member oonntiies under 
bOatexal a greeme nt s dming 1990 
and 1991. 

The minister said 1989 witnes- 
sed a xise in the cost of livxng as a 
result of the devaloation of the 
dinar but the Standard figures of 
the cost of fiving in the first half 
of 1990 showed relative stability. 
The cost of fiving index rose from 


French {Himer we used to have 
at school — is revealed not as 
peace but as rite quiet of the 
grave, brought on by 30 years 
^ war. 

Eritrea has always had a 
stroounl food deficit. Settled 
agriculture has been practised 
fw at least three thousand 
years on these lands, the seat 
of Eriuopta’s andent Axnim'te 
dvilisatioD. But so intense has 
been the tiUing of the over 
the years that it is now ex- 
hausted. 

Whfle Eritrea’s strong, in- 
duscrial base and good roads 
meant that in earlkr times it 
could afford to buy in grain 
.from the more fer^c oe o tral 
andsoorii of Ethiopia, the war 
of secession — whidi effecrive- 
ly b^an vtben Emperor Haile 
&la^e annexed the terxitoty 
in 1961 — has all but destroyed 
the economy. 

Eritrea now depends on in- 
ternarional food aid, but as the 
EPLF’s military campaign 
grinds on the proUem ^ &- 
Svaing that food grows ever 
more acute. 

At Geshnasfaum, a small vil- 
lage 20 miles to the north of 
Asmara just off the mam road 
to Keren, xbe effects of rite 
10-month siege and disnqition 
to the food stqririy from Massa- 
wa are begnxning to bite. In the 
three weeks before onr virit, 30 
people had died, and in the ad 
hoc dinic set up in the school- 
room, a^t more patients snf- 
fer in silence on intravenous 
drips. 

The killer is not famine 
alone; this rnral area, like the 
one to the west of Asmara, is 
in the grip of a malaria 
epidemic v^efa is extremely 


148.1 at the end of 1989 to 1S4 in 
June 1990, an increase of 3.9 per 
cent (an annual average of eight 
pen cent). 

Jardaneh said improvement in 
economic activities in riie first 
half of 1990 had led to the creation 
of more job opportunities. But 
diese activities were notsnfficieDt 
to reduce unemployment yet the 
activities served to halt further 
increases, he said. The Gulf crisis 
and the return to Jordan by 
riionsands of eiqiatriates will of 
oourse sharps increase the press- 
ure on the local labonr market and 
cause feifeer 'increase in imem- 
plpymeat in the Kingdom. 

Jardaneh summ^ up the gov- 
ernment’s measures to counter 
the negative effects of the Girif 
crisis as nnden 

— Programmes for the rationa- 
lisation^ consumption of water, 
energy and ofl products; 

— Introduction of the two-day 
weekly holiday to reduce con- 
sumption; 

— Giving prioirty to ca|nta! 
projects rei^g on local inputs; 

— Expansion in essential baric 
services like education and 
health; 

— Reconrideiarion of agri- 
cuhnral policies with a view to 
leasing state-owned land to pro- 
duce strategic crops; 

— Firufing new markets for 
Jordan's products; and 

— Setding partof foreign debts 
on a selectiW basis in harmony 
with the conntry’s financial sitna- 
tion. 

The Financial Committee of 
the Lower House will study the 
budget and present its observa- 
tions and recommendations to 
die foil House. 


unusual for these highlands. 

In a good time the young 
and fit would be expected to 
reriri The iocurstocis of this 
lowland disease. Six years of 
necorreot famine, and the re- 
cent deprivations of the siege, 
mean die malaria ejridennc has 
daimed even the strongest, 
now weakened by persxsteixc 
mafaioiutshnient. 

Walking around the village 
among tte young crowd ani- 
mated by our ririt are four 
small chOdren, each canying 
an even gimfigr child on their 

KagV_ 

These four are infenis suffer- 
ing severe malnntrition: three 
have swoDen legs and belly. 

the tell-tale signs of 
kwashlakor, the other the 
sonken eyes and skeletal frame 
of marasmus. It would nearly 
alwa3?s be posrible to seek out 
a malnourfrhed cfriSd in the 
poorer rnral villages of 
Ethk^iia and Eritrea. But fonr, 
witboat looking, is an indica- 
tion of bow advanced is the 
femine now stalking these 
beamzfoL, bfighred lands. 

On ead scooeeding visit to 
Asmara and the highlands of 
Eritrea you find yourself think- 
ing: people cannot go oo this 
way, something has to give. 
But on eadi return conditions 
have g row n a little worse, and 
people have continued along 
the knife’s edge with astound- 
ing resilience. This time 
tfaou^ the signs of impending 
disaster are overadielinnig. 

For the second year running, 
the rains have failed dis- 
astrously in the highlands. 
Only about one-tentfa of the 
normal rain fell, and its erratic 
pattern has sabotaged any 
hope of a harvest. 

On the road south of 
Asmara to Adi Qnala and Tig- 
ray, the crops in the field stand 
dim and mieven, balding in 
patdres as if grown old. Far- 
mer Tewolde Seyonm is har- 
vesting as we pass, sooner than 
normal because be can expect 
no further growth from his still 
immature ox^. He shows us a 
head of t’eff, the staple cereal 
for all of highland Echiopta, 
and rubbing it between his 
palms separates the grain. 
There is a meagre yield of tiny, 
reddish seed, less than hrif of 
iriiat he would usually e^qiecc. 

a donkey laden 
with his finshly cot crops, he 
says he eaqiected just five Idlos 
of t'eff from that bundled load. 
From his entire land-bolding, 
he anticipated just 50 Idlos of 


“It is enough to feed my* 
family for only a couple of 
months,” he said. “After that 
well have xrothing.'' 

The story is the same 
thronghont Exxtxea, much of 
Tigray and WeHo to the south, 
and the ptovinoe of Hararge in 
the easL As many as two mil- 
lion people in ^trea and at 
least as many again in Tigray 
and Wello moe femine. The 
only part of the north country 
which expects a good harvest 
in 1990 is the traditionally fei^ 
tfle western region of Tigray, 
Shire. 

On the road which runs 
through Tewolde’s fend from 
Shire, Tigrayan merchants 
with droves of donkeys laden 
with t'eff are making tbetr way 
north from their more fertile 
fields to take advance of 
prices driven sky hi^ ^ the 
si^ in Eritrea. 



Some of the 1,000 people who have wafiud 
aad s a ' jud i for maize kernels in the sc 


% wafiied as fer as 30 
in the soB. 


inSes to Ihe Ffchstn food dlstzibiitloa ee ntre fai eas t ern Baraghe. They wait •— 


Merdianis tell us that a 100- 
Idlo sack of t'eff bou^t in 
Shire for 230 Ethic^aan birr, or 
around £60, fetditt 570 bar 
fr o m merefa^ts ic the town of 
Adi Quaia, just inside Eritrea. 
Once tansporced to Asmara 
itself, there entrepreneurial 
mereWts can expea to sell 
again at 700 birr, or £185. 

Ic is good business for the 
merchants but, xromcally. east- 
ern Tigray will protxably be in 
need of tins fo^ later in the 
year to meet shortages brou^t 
on by its own drought and a 
posriUe SO per cent crop fai- 
lure. 


‘For these be- 
sieged people 
who have knovm 
only fighting, — 
their worst 
enemy now is 
time.’ 


In Asmara, the pragmatic 
and undramatic be^ of the 
Cathofic Secretariat, which 
administers the only relief 
programme in the government 
endave by means of the Her- 
coles airiffi, shows not a mo- 
ment’s donbi when »<kad to 
describe the seriousness of the 
people's plight. Franciscan 
priest Abba Paulos Fessebaye 
says, “This femine will be the 
worst in 10 years. People are 
dying already.” 

Once again then. Abba 
Paulos and supporting relief 
agendes Hke C^od are solidt- 
ing food and funds from West- 
ern donors to sustain food de- 
liveries into next year. Bnt 
while all die agendes are much 
better prepaid now than five 
years a^ to face the crisis, the 
logistics grow ever more oexn- 
plex. 

The EPLPs own relief wing, 
the Eritrean Relief Assodation 


(ERA), and its equivalent in 
rebel-held Tigray, Rest, will be 
bringing food across the border 
from Sudan. But the actions of 
the Iriamk military govern- 
ment there, with its support for 
Iraq, have antagonist West- 
ern donor governments and 
may interfere with ERA and 
Rea's operations. Sudan own 
food shortages may also place 
pressure on stocks being trans- 
ported through its territory to 
other destinations. 

The remaiicable “Sonthem 
Line*’ operation, in Yriiich a 
consortium of the Ethiopian 
churches co-ordinates the 
trucking of food from Assab 
through the front line into 
rebel-held northern Wello and 
Tigray, will also be sustained 
as long as militaxy poritiocs 
hold. Together srith internal 
purchases of surplus grain in 
places like Shire, and the ezoss- 
border operation, these proven 
methods — given donor sup- 
port — should head off cte 
worst chat the dron^t can 
bring. 

It is in the besieged high- 
lands around Asmara that dis- 
aster lies in wah. With the 
airlift brin^g in only half of 
the food needed, most benefi- 
ciaries in the dty are smvivmg 
on half rations every two 
months. Added to their gnaw- 
ing hunger are the shortages of 
water fuel, the rocketing 
prices, the freedom, 

the aerial bombardment of 
artillery and moxtar. 

But these are dty people, 
and their capadty for survi^, 
either through the help of rela- 
tives outride or the work of 
merdiants and contrabandists, 
means they have coped this 
far, 10 months into the siege. 
The fanners of the outlying 
villages have fer fewer of these 
advantages, and it is they who 
are suffering first. 

For one Hercules to fly m its 
60 tonnes each day for a month 
from the coast at Assab into 
the enclave costs donors 
around $1 million. At that 


price, the argument in fevour 
of funding the other two air- 
craft ne^ed to sustain the 
people is ondennined by the 
difficnl'Qr of raising the money 
from goveraments when there 
is a much more sensible solu- 
tion to the logistics equation. 

That is the mounting of an 
across-the-Iines relief opera- 
tion from Massawa into 
Asmara and the highlands, a 
journey of less than a day. It 
would be infinitely more effi- 
oent than either the airlift or 
fee option of extending the 
trucks on the Southern Line 
iifto Eritrea from Assab, a 
journey of at least six days. 

But the political and ndlhazy 
stalemate has stalled hopes of 
re-opening Massawa since the 
EPIf turned away a United 
Nations’ survey team whidi 
had come to inspea the dam- 
age infliaed on the port by 
heavy fighting and subsequent 
air raids by the Ethiopian Air 
Force. 

After years of criticism for 
preventing food from reaching 
the starving, the Ethiopian 
government's apparent new 
Bexibflily, and the high degree 
of accountability achieved for 
food aid distributed within 
govenunent areas, has put the 
Eritrean nationali^ on the de- 
fensive in the propaganda war. 

Negotiations to re-open 
Massawa continue, and m the 
meantime the peo{rie of the 
berieged Asmara wait for some 
oondurion, any conclusion, to 
the war. In its 30-year coarse, 
the war has been diaraoerised 
by long periods of stalemate 
punctuated by qiells of frenetic 
military activity. The EFUF 
claims they could take Asmara 
whenever they wish. Fighting 
is DOW centred around Decem- 
ebare, on the road to Tigray, 
and at Ghinda, on the ro^ 
which scales the escarpment 
from Massawa. 

Tweleve years ago the Erit- 
rean nationalists held the 
whole of the territory except 
Asmara itself. Wth a massive 


inpnt of weapons from the 
Soviet Union, the Ethiopian 
army rolled them back to the 
lowlands by stages over the 
next years. There is no gnaran- 
tee that the war is nearing its 
end; even now. 

Wlnle the two intransigent 
repmes battle with each o^r, 
arid with their internal divi- 
sions, their territories are bled 
to death. On the day we left 
Asmara, the shells were com- 
ing down again near the air- 
port. Thirty had landed the 
evening before, all in the field 
adjoining the airport road, and 
as we waited on the apron for 
the Hercnles to appear in the 
sky overhead, aotnfaer three 
riieUs came down behind the 
sandbagged containers which 
aa as offices for the relief 
operation. 

When the shelling ended, 
energetic porters came nmnmg 
over to show the shrapnel they 
have coUeaed, brutal lumps of 
sharp metal still too bot to 
bold, tossed from palm to palm 
in di^lay. The EPLF are too 
media astute to shoot down a 
U.N. relief aircraft, and they 
shell the area around the air- 
port this morning probably just 
to ginger tip the authorities. 

But it is a dangerous game to 
play. Two weeks ago a bus 
waiting at the security check- 
point on the road to the aiipon 
was hit, and 18 civilians are 
reported to have been killed. 
Emlier this year, many more 
civilians were l^ed by the 
bombing of Massawa. 

Now, in Asmara and the 
Ugh plateau which surrounds 
it. Abba Paulos says people 
welcome the sound of explod- 
ing shells and gunfire because 
at least it means something is 
happening whidi might b^g 
the war to an end. 

For these besieged people 
who have known only fighting, 
...their worst enemy now is 
time. 

The above article is reprinted 
from The Guardiaa. 






















Chelsea damages Spurs’ title hopes 




LONDON (R) — Chelsea dealt 
a savage blow to London rivals 
Tottenham's Engiisb first dzvisioo 
title hopes, winning a bard>fot 2 gfat 
match 3>2. 

Chelsea striker Keny Dixon 
scored his first goal for three 
months jost five minntes into the 
game and Tottenham were al* 
ways struggling thereafter. 

However. Chelsea’s most 
calkcd-about fan. new Prime 
Minister John Major, was not at 
Stamford Bridge to witness the 
triumph. He was spending the 
weekend at his country home 

celeberating his own victory in 
the leadenhip ballot. 

Another London club, ^^b- 
ledon. stunned Norwich with a 
fonr-goai first half onslaught. 
Striker John Fashanu opened the 
scoring just 25 seconds into the 
game which Wimbledon won 4-0. 

Manchester United, who 
thrashed Arsenal 6-2 in the 
League Cup Wednesday, seemed 
to have run out of goaiscoring 
ideas at Everton until midfielder 
Lee Sharpe, who hit a hat-trick 
against Arsenal, struck in the 
64tb minute. United won 1-0. 

It was a disastrous afternoon 
for Tottenham, who were forced 
to travel to Chelsea's ground in a 
fleet of taxis after their team 
coach was towed away by traffic 
police while the players were 
lunching at a restaurant. 

By halftime they were two 
goals down, thanks to Dixon's 
early strike and another by John 
Bomstead in the 43rd minute. 

Midfielder Paul Gascoigne 
looped home a free kick in the 
55th minute to bring Spurs back 
into the game, only for Qielsea to 
score again two minutes later 


through Gordon Dune. 

England striker Gary Lineker 
shot over the bar from the penal- 
ty spot after 58 minutes, but he 

made partial amends by scoring 
Spurs’ second in the S2nd minute. 

The defeat saw Spurs slip to 
fourth place in the cable nine 
poinis adrift of Liverpool, who 
have a game in hand. 

Leeds, promoted last season, 
oondnued their fine run of fonn 
with a 2-1 home victory over 
Southampton. They are unbeaten 
in eight matches. 

Both Leeds goals, from defen- 
der Chris Fairclougb and striker 
Carl Sbutt, came in the first 10 
minutes. 

Sheffield United's Vinny Jones 
scored his side's first league goal 
for 669 minutes at Aston Villa but 
goals by David Platt and Chris 
price carried \llla to victory. 

The Sheffield side have col- 
lected a meagre four points from 
15 matches, eight behind Queen’s 
Park Rangers who are second 
from bottom. 

Second division leaders West 
Ham set a club record of 19 
successive unbeaten league 
matches with a 3-1 win over West 
Bromwich. 

Two goals from Manchester 
Gty's Ireland international Niall 
Quinn were enough to condemn 
Queen's Park Rangers to yet 
another defeat. 

Quinn struck cither side of the 
tpterval to give Peter Reid bis 
first win since becoming player- 
manager at Maine Road. Andy 
Sinton converted a late penalty 
for Rangers, who have not won in 
the league since Oct. 20. 

The first division’s other player 
nsanager. Terry Butcher of 


Leach, Pugh clinch I 
victory in Davis Cup 


ST PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
fR) — Rick Leach and Jim Pugh 
held off a late Australian surge 
Sarorday to post a doubles victory 
over Pat Cash and John Fitz- 
gerald and lift the United States 
to their first Davis Cup tennis 
title since 1982. 

Leach and Pugh , the Wimble- 
don champions, played h'ke a 
weD-oiied doubles madiine in 
beating Cash and Fitzgerald 6-4 
6-2 3-6 7-6 to give the United 
States an insunnountable 3-0 cup 
lead. 

‘This has been an incredible 
year. The end result is just unbe- 
lievable.” said U.S. Davis Cup 
captain Tom Gorman. “We had 
the better players and we showed 
that.” 

Andre Agassi and Michael 
Chang won their opening singles 
matches Friday over Richard 
Fromberg and Darren Cahill, re- 
spectively, to give the United 
States a commanding 2-0 lead 
going to Saturday's doubles. 

The United States, in the finals 
for the 55th time, extended their 
record to 29 Davis Cup titles and 
in so doing eirded an Australian 
winning steak. 

The Australians had won the 
cup the last four times they 
readied the finals dating back to 
5-0 victory over the United States 
in 1973 — the last tune the two 
countries met in the finals. 

Sunday’s reverse doubles, ren- 
dered unimportant by the U.S. 
doubles victory, wall be reduced 
to best-of-three sets. 

In registering the dinching 
doubles victory. Leach led the 
way with lightning fast reflexes at 
the set and as uncanny ability to 
fixxl the boles between Cash and 
Fitzgerald. 

Pugh, bedridden with a case of 
the flu the post two days, played 
better than expected as the pair 


raised their Davis Cup record to 
4-0. 

*T have all the confidence in 
the world in Jim and I know he’s 
going to come through in the 
clutch. That's the benefit of play- 
ing together all the time.” I^ach 
said. 

The doubles was expected to 
be the tightest match for the 
heavily- favoured Americans 
since clay is the weakest surface 
for Leach and Pugh, as well as the 
Australians. 

But the Americans put on a 
dasling di^lay of doubles in the 
first two sets before the Austra- 
lians shook the rust out of their 
day court game. 

“We haven't had our best re- 
sults on day, but winning in 
Austria fin the Davis Cup semi- 
finals) gave us new oonfidence.” 
Leadi said. 

Leach and Pugh broke the Au- 
stralians* serve in the opening 
game of the first twio sets to grab 
an advantage they never relin- 
quisbed. 

But Pu^, who fought off seven 
break points in the first two sets, 
began unssing volleys in the tight 
third set. 

The Australians finally scored 
their first service break of the 
match a gains t Pugh in the eighth 
game to go up S-3 and held serve 
in the ninth to force a fourth set. 

T felt a bit winded in the third 
set. but after the break I felt 
okay.” Pugh said. 

Leach, who had not faced a 
break point in the first three sets, 
dropp^ his serve irrunediately 
following the 10-minute break to 
start the fourth set. 

But the Australians, serving for 
the set at 5-4. lost the edge they 
bad fought so tenandot^y to 
hold wbira Fitzgerald sailed a 
forehand long to put the set back 
on serve. 
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Beta v-Ir.-rahi-. North deals. 
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North East South West 

1 ♦ Pam. 2 NT 

3 NT Pass 6 .NT Pass 

PXK 

Opening isad; N:.-.- of « 

South, deslarcr ai sLt no iruoip, 
was imaginative :n “ic auaion and 
n the p!ay. As 3 result, 
No.-rt-Soaift were abic !o rack up a 

•iTjL-^av,]^ sjaiD. 

No textbook we know teaches 
he* to respond ro an opem.'tg bid 
with a baJa^ 2l-poim hand. 
South improvised by bidding two no 
Eramp, m shrory proisising a bal- 
apeed 13-15 pcints. The idea was 
thai if Non.*! showed some unhal- 


West 

Pass 


anred hand. South would invssu- 
STiid-slani pe«sibili::=s. 
However, when No.*zh showed a 

lanced minimun; by raising to 
three .no tru.Tip. South dosed our 
he auction with a jump to six no 
truenp. 

West’s opening lead of a spade 
presented declarer with a fourth 
trick in that suit or. the go. With 
three sure club tricks and t»o in 
diamonds, declarer had nine tricks 
in the bank, so hs needed only three 
iricKs from beans. 

Those addicted to finessing 
would now cash the ace of bea.-ts 
and continue with a heart !owa/d 
the fctng-iack. When W'csi showed 
out on the second hcan, declarer 
would have TO fall back on the dia- 
mond finesse. Toegh luck. 

Declarer found die winning line. 
He led a heart ro ihc king and re- 
turned the suit. Had East shown 
out. dedajTr would have risen wiih 
the ace and ccniinucd with a bean 
toward the jack. When East fol- 
lowed with a low hetn, declarer in- 
smed the nine. Had West won that 
trick, declarer would have scored 
two aiocc heart nicks. As the cards 
lay, tbs Dine held and the slam was 
home. 


Coventzy Gty. saw his new side 
beaten 2-1 at Crystal Palace. 
Mark Bright aod Andy Gray 

were the Palace tsarksiSOT. 

Coven^'s David Speedie was 
sent off in the 31st minute for 
abusing a linesman. 

Nottingham Fozest. wt» lost 
their bold on the League Cup 
when they were beaten by Coven- 
try eariier in the week, just man- 
a^ to salvage a 2-2 draw at 
home to Luton thankx to a 75th 
minute goal firom Nigel Gou^. 

Luton’s Danish intemational 
Lais Elstnip had stnick twice in 
the 15tb and 46th minutes- 

In Scotland, Glasgow Rangers 
thrashed Hearts 4-0 to keep ifreir 
lead in the Premier Divisloa. Ally 
McCoist scored his second goal in 
two matches as substitute. 

Rangers lead Aberdeen. 3-2 
winners at Dunfermline, on goal 
difference. 

Manchester United Manager 
Alex Ferguson angered suppor- 
ters last week when he dro[^}ed 
his captain. En^and midfielder 
Neil Webb, and replaced bim 
with 19-year-oId midfielder Lee 
Stiarpe. 

Now those same fans will 
almost certainly regard the mudi 
maligned Ferguson's team change 
as a stroke ^ genius. 

In the space of just four days 
Sharpe, wbo be^ his Unit^ 
career in I9S8 as a foil back, has 
become one of the hottest prop- 
erties in England soccer. 

On Wednesday he scored a 
stunning hat-trick in United’s 6-2 
League Cup victory over Ares- 
nal. helping to inflict on the 
Londoners their worst home de- 
feat for over 45 years. 


Then on Saturday, while the 
rest of the United team appeared 
to be resting on tfadr laurels, 

Sharpe ins{xred them to another 
victory. 

However, Sharpe's exciting 
week ended in disappointmenL 
He picked np a calf injury that 
will rule him out of Ep^^d's 
under-21 international against 
Wales Wednesday. 

“It's been a great week for 
him,” Ferguson said after the 
Evenon game. “But be now has a 
calf mus^ injury and he eonld 
even be doubtful for nestt Satur- 
day. That would be a big disp 
appointment.” 

Delight^ though be was with 
Sharpe’s contribution to United’s 
highly successful week. Feiguson 
wam^ fans not to expect too 
mudi too soon from the teenager 
with a keen eye for goals. 

“There are only so many times 
that you can dip into tbe well,” 
said the manager. “He is a young 
player and Xbm is only so much 
you can ask of him.” 

Ferguson was not unduly con- 
cerned that tbe win over Everton 
was poor fare compared whh the 
goal romp against Arsenal. 

“That’s our first win in nine 
years here (Goodisoa Park) and 
we should he well pleased with 
ourseb'es.” be said. 

“Tbe first half showed the 
effects of Wednesday because the 
pace of that game was exception- 
al. We were second to every ball 
in the first half and there was no 
sharpness about us. 

“Everton can consider them- 
selves a bit unlucky because they 
bad a lot of pressure in the first 
half when we rode our luck.” 


Karpov saves himself 
from brink of defeat 


LYON. France (R) — World 
Qiess Champion Garry Kasparov 
and Challenger Anatoly Kaipov 
adjourned the 16th game cf tiicir 
title match Saturday with Karpov 
earning a chance to save tbe game 
from a position experts bad called 
hopeless. 

Karpov’s gritty defence earned 
him a long ovation at the end of 
the session firom more than 900 
enthusiastic spectators in Lyon's 
Palais de Congres.. 

The noise forced chief arbiter 
Geuzi Gijssen to stop the clock so 
th^ Kasparov would not lose 
lintited tMnking time. 

The game was adjourned after 
40 moves and five and a qtiarter 


hours of play, when Kasparov 
sealed his 41st move in a secret 
envelope. 

Former world champion Boris 
Spassky told Reuters: “This isn't 
chess, this is... I don’t know 
what. Kasparov was completely 
winning. Of course Karpov de- 
fended fantastically. Now be even 
has real chances to draw.” 

Play began with Kasparov re- 
peating the Scotch opening he 
used in the 14th game, a relic 
from 19tfa century chess now rare- 
ly seen at top level. 

Grandmasteis prefeired Kar- 
pov’s chances early in the game 
until be made an e r r or wfai^ left 
him under severe pressure. 


Lendl defeats McEnroe in Chicago 

CHICAGO (AP) — Ivan Lendl defeated John McEnroe 7-6 
(9^7), 2*6, 64 Saturday in an exhibition matdi that hig^ghted the 

first Chicago Tennis Challenge. The LencU-h^nroe matchup 
came after a day of amateur play at tbe University of llfinois- 
Cbicago Pavilim. Tbe 2-4ioar-2-minute exhibition tamed in the 

sxth game of the final set, when Lendl broke McEnroe's serve for 
tbe final time. Lendl won despite double-faulting six times. He 
had six aocs to seven for McEnroe. Before tbe match, Monroe 
announced that he would return to Chicago for the Volvo-Teans- 
CUcago in February. 

Ethiopian wina Fuiaioka Marathon 

TOKYO (R) — Ethio{^’s Belaynefa Densimo battled high winds 
and rain to win the Fu^oka Intemational Marathon in two hours 
11 minutes 3S seconds Sunday. For 25-year-old Densimo, whose 
running has been patchy since he set the current world best time 
of 2:06:50 in the 1988 Rotterdam Marathon, it was his first victory 
in Japan in 16 marathons. Kenya's Andrew Masai seized an eariy 

lead before being overtaken at the 15.6-kilometre point by 
Tanzania's Cidamis Shataanga. winner of April’s Vienna 

Marathon and runner-up in Beiiin in Septembn. The lanky 
Tanzanian extended his lead to about 140 metres but was forced 
to slow his pace, apparently due to pain in his right leg. The trio of 
Densimo, Japan’s Tsutomu Hiioyama and defending champion 
Manuel Marias of Portugal overtook him just before tbe 
33-ldlomtecre point. Densiino pulled away from lEroyazna on a 
short uphill slope to cross tbe Ifoe first after the pair had run side 
by side for about five kilometres. 

Soviets win gold in junior skating 

BUDAPEST (AP) — Vasili Eremenko of the Soviet^ Union 
completed several triple jumps, including a triple lutz-triple toe 
loop combination, Saturday, winning the men’s ringj« at the 
World Junior Figure Skating Championsl^ and giving the 
Soviets its third gold medal at tbe event. Skating to ragtime oraac, 
the 17-ycrold Eremenko from Odessa received five 5.6s in 
technici merit and five 5.7s in artistic impression. Countryman 
Alexandr Abt finished second and Nicolas Petoiin of France took 
the bronze. Abt’s routine was also full of triples — six in all but no 
triple axel. The 14-yeaw>ld student from Moscow skated to the 
movie track of Star Wars without major flaws. He reaived two 
S.Ss in technical merit as well as in artistic impression. 

Garza retains WBA boxing title 

SACRAMENTO. California (R) — American Loreto Garza 
retained his World Boxing Assodaton (WBA) junior welter- 
weight title in his first defence Saturday night when diallenger 
Vinny Pazienza was disqualified for fb^ tactics. Pazienza was 
(fiscjualilled two minutes and 59 seconds into the 11th round of tiie 
scheduled 12-rotmd championship for lifting his compatriot off 
the ground against the ropes. Pazienza was warned four times by 
referee Larry Rozadilla for hitting after the bell and for poor 
fighting tactics. He had one point deducted in tbe sixfo round for 
a low blow. His face bloodied by a deep cut suffered in tbe first 
rx>und, Pazienza fou^t most of foe bout seeing out of only his left 

eye. 

Real Madrid beats Valladolid, 1-0 

VALLADOLID. Spain (R) — Hugo Sanchez scored his ninth 
league goal of foe season as Real Madrid made hard work of 
beating struggling Valladolid 1-0 in foe Spanish first division. His 
goal in foe seventh minute brought a storm of protests from 
players and officials on the Valladolid bench. They complained, 
that the Mexican''s shot had not crossed foe 'g^-tiae vifodn 
goalkeeper A^LLozanoJeaptlugb.tpjCatch ft. ; 


.■8 . .. 


Japanese wins world 
super jockey competition 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Yukio 
Okabe beat Ireland's Michael 
Kinane to win the World Super 
Jockey Competition at foe Kyoto 
Race Course in western Japan 
Sunday. 

In foe day's first race, tbe 
Goiden Saddle Trophy. Kinane 


Mutt*n’Jeff 


rode Pretty Hat to victory for a 
three-race total of 35 points and 
Okabe was second on Mejiro 
Maria for a 3S-point total. 

Kinane failed to overtake 
Okabe in foe final Golden Whip 
Trophy race, both jockeys scor- 
ing 14 points for finiriring equal 
second. 


Sanders wins 400-m at swimming open 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Summer Sanders, who just missed 
making the 1988 U.S. Olympic team, continued her campnig n to 
compete in the Barcelona games by winning foe 400-metre 
individual medley Saturday at foe U.S. Swimming Open. Tbe 
IS-year-old Sanders, a medals contender in both IM events at the 
January World Championships in Perth, Australia, won tbe 4(X) 
D4 in four minutes 42.93 seconds. Romanian Olympic silver 
medallist Noemi Lung, 22, finished fourth in foe 400 IM in 
4:55.43. Long won the silver medal in tbe same event at Seoul and 
took the bronze in the 200 IM at the 1988 Olym^ncs. “I am in the 
midst of a come back, and am getting into the best shape I have 
been in.” said Long, wbo has been training in Florida. “I hope to 
compete for Romania at tbe world diampionships but there is 

little money in my country right now and I stiO don't know if I am 
going.” 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 3, MW 

By Womas S. Weraon, Astnofoger. Camtll Rightar Rjundatkm 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tbe 
double Moon oppOfiiCiM of Mef- 
GQiy and Unnus oCEcn yoa ■ laid 
beck opportuni^ to pat on your 
ThinKng cap AOd dOTClop SOIM 

highly sensible ideas for logical 
advaneemenc in the immediate fii- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 29) 
Steer dear earty of a bigwig 
does DOC nndenoaod yoor views 
but later you have tbe ofiportupity 
TO put thm in motion in a wc^ 
{rianned means. 

TADHUSs (April 20 to May 20) 
Cbmider w^ a oonfictential new 
azrangemeat befrne you bring to 
the attention of one vriio can help 
uMiWf- the project wotk out. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
good friend is die best one to aid 
yODT pro g r e s s today as a business 
penoo you want to rely upon does 
not understand your position. 

BiOON CBUiMKEN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A practical woridly manw 
oa die one hand and a more ervie 
or viskmaxy one on the 
other team for posMSsion of yonr 


LEO: (July 22 to Ai^ust 21) Iti 
impoitant that you get some extra 
knowledge or infonnation you 
need at your busmeas before gcmig 
on die next plmae so be open to 

m m 


Jack a dull boy it is said and today 
is not to shirk duties but also to 
plans for fun yon look foi^ 

ward to. . 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Ocn^ 
22) Don't ait araund the hoase or 

just considor memben of your OTO 

■dan today but get out and be widi 
some persons who cu be^ your 
stanfing in pnbfic, 

SCOBPHk (October 23 to Nmmn- 
ber 21) If you leave your activUes 
for some new project that requires 

r unning aiCRUld yOU l08C OUt 

wfaeie ft actoally counts tbe most. 

SAGHTARIU5: (November 22 to 
December 21) Money seems to be 
very on your mind today but 
it is necessary to mcrease a produo- 
dvity oudet of yonr talents if you 
are to have su cces s. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You would be wise to 
spend more lime ooBidexmg the 
wants and needs of your fsinOy 
inuntd of being so preocc up ied 
about own funds. 

Af^UARnS: (Jannaxy 21 toFebrii- 
« 7 19) Consider the various places 
aim with die peisoas yon can go 
today to get oonsideiable done and 
dont frjss and fret about what you 
can DOW help. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) All work and uo play make 


PISCES: (Febrnazy 20 to bbich 
20) Afrie^ who tfamks he knows 
it an wiQ txy to convince you to an 
oirmse ooone of action about your 
financial podtion but you know far 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harrii 



“My body Isn’t sagging... my shoul- 
ders are just getting higher.” 


Unscrambto these four JumUes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Wa'It tate4SK of 



Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answarhere: THE 




Saturday's 


Jumbles: TEMPO BLOOD 


(Answers tomorrow) 
MARVEL EMPIRE 


Answer What a skilled garderrer knows how to do — 
IMPROVE HIS -LOr’ 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 FortiddSng 
S True — 

S Reduce 

14 TV comedian 

15 Sound of surf 
IB Puccini OP9TB 

17 Sharif of films 

18 Ancient 
kingdom 

19 Bou — . FL 

20 Unexpected 
bonanzas 

23 Hardens 
2 a Accept 
25 Dorm denizans 
28 Stanzas 
32 Batoney! 

35 Medicinal 
plant 

37 Bailpartc figure 

38 Astaire film 
4 Man in blue 

43 Salary 

44 Turn away 

45 Unwavering 
48 Drum type 
50 Window port 
52 fMns 

56 Minuscule 
portion 
61 Mature 
82 Corona 

63 Verdi opera 

64 Proxy 

65 Use shonener 

66 Excel 

87 Give and taka 

88 Impan 
68 Converse 

DOWN 
1 Radiatea 
2- Pay op 

3 Senseless 

4 Esther's 
cousin 

5 Travolta fUm 

6 Drumbeat 

7 Rommee 
lang. 

0 Entice 
9 Rowing 
motion 

10 Do-4)otbing 

11 IL wHie center 

12 Bums sLg. 



loc. 

AH nmMw BmmmfyrnM 


13 Holbein or 
Brinkar 

21 Taken by air 

22 "Nevennofa” 
bird 

28 Art mowemant 
27 Trudges 

29 Of coufsa! 

30 Muslim princa 

31 Detect 

32 NCO 
undortlngs 

33 Vegas 
machine 

34 Exaggerated 
claims 

36 Author WMer 
38 Slugger Tony 

40 Estonia city 

41 Gloomy 
48 Add to 

47 Delicme 

48 — os brass 
5t Ksrmedy or 

Mentz 

53 Dog breed 

54 Plano pan 


Satarday's Puzzle Sdved: 


nnriR nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn^ nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnrasinnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnn nnn 
nnnnmnmTmn 

nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnn nnnim 
nnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnmnnnn 
nnnn nnmn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


» Desolate 58 Ajar 

56 Lackluster 59 Loathe 

57 Latvian city 8Q Flair 
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Watkins^ Nazer discuss 
contingency oil plans 


RIYADH (AP) — U.S. Eneigy 
Secretary James Wstldns held 
talks Sunday with Saudi Arabian 
03 Minister i£sfaam Mazer on 
»>ntingen^ oD plans if war 
breaks out in the Gulf and the 
kingdom’s drive to boost oil pio- 
dnetioD. 

Waddns, who arrived late 
Sanuday, was also scfaedoled to 
go CO Dhahxan, aqrital of the 
IdogdMn’s eastern oO-prodneing 
re^on on the Gulf. 

Dhahiatn is also the main focus 
of die U.S.-ied muttiiiational 
foxce confro n t iig Iraq. 

Informed sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said diat 
Waikiiis and Mazer were ex- 
pected to (fiscQss the planned 
expans i on of Saudi Aramoo, the 
Idngdom’s national oil giant, the 
Orj^msadon of Petioleam Ex- 
porting Cdontries (OPEC) and 
possibly a plan to keep o3 on the 


world oaricet in die efvenc of war. 

The sottrees said die United 
Stales and Saudi Arabia are 
disCTswng an anangemeni under 
criiidi die Americans would draw 
down their strategic oil reserves 
to keep oil prices down if Gulf 
pToduoion was suddenly halted 
by an outbreak of war. 

Sandi Arabia would reiinbuise 
the Umied States at a later date, 
the sooEoes added. 

No details of sndi an agree* 
ment have been made pubSc. 

Sandi Aramoo. the world's 
largest oil^rodudag company, is 
now pumping nearly S.5 million 
barreb of oil a day. 

B^k the crisis, its OPEC 
quota was S38 million barrels a 
day. 

A S15 billxon expansion project 
was previously slotted to promd 
over the next decade;, but the 
criris pnMDpted the goverament 


to quickcfl the pace. 

Now, industry sources say 
Saudi Aramco mil be capable of 
producing 10 miliion bazi^ a day 
by 19W. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil exporter, boosted its 
output to meet the shortfall of 
some 4 million barrels a day of 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti oil since Iraq's 
Ai^. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

The move, along with extra 
output from OPEC’s other 12 
members, has helped prevent 
prices going through the roof. 

They doubled to around $40 a 
barrel soon after Iraq's invasion, 
and are now S30-S35 a barrel. 

If war breaks out, they omild 
shoot up to $50, $60 or even $100 
a barrel, according to estimates 
by various oil figures, induding 
former Saudi Oil Minister 
Ahmed Zaki Yanjani. 

OPEC, in which Saudi Arabia 



is the dominant party, is also 
expected to play a crucial role in 
stabiliang the oil market against 
the impact of a Gulf crisis settle- 
ment. 

The restoration of Iraqi and 
Kuvb'aiti production could mean a 
glut. 

Watkins «ill go to the United 
Arab Emirates after Dhahran. 
The UAE is another major 
OPEC member and ally in the 
anti-Iraq coalition. 


Foreign banks create 
controversy in the 11 



By Jeff Dona 
The Assodated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Foreign 
banks have been setting up 
slx^ on U.S. soil in increaring 
mmnbeis over the years, lend- 
ing mon^ to emporations, in- 
vesting in govermnent secur- 
ities, even accepting deposits. 

Now, as many U.S. banks 
retren^ abroad and straggle 
with a slunqnng real estate 
market at home, some critics 
charge foreign i n sti t u tions are 
biillyiDg their U.S. counter- 
parts in a finaneiai free-for-all. 

They suggest foreign b anks 
be bound by new controls. But 
others say the artrent open- 
door policy best serves die 
American consumer. 

Buoyed by the equal- 
treatment policies of the Inter- 
national Bankmg Act of 1978, 
overseas bankm have ex- 
panded their American opera- 
tions by 2,800 per cent since 
the early 1970s. Tbey rushed in 
to help financeThe 

fidt and matft conunfiO^ 

loans in avast,diversifiedibar- 
ket Thar offered new horizons 
for eaqnnsioa. 

Meanwhile, American banks 
reined in their international 
lenefing as some of tiieir loans 
soured and csqxtal considera- 
tions grew more urgent. 

The 670 foieign-owDed bank 
branches, agendes and sub- 
sidiaries account for nearly 30 
per cent ot all outstanding 
commercial or business lend- 
ing. 

At the end of last year, U.S. 
assets of fordgD banks fotaDed 




S73S.7 bOlion, compared with 
$26.1 billion in 1972, according 
to fignzes provided by the 
Fedeial Reserve, or *‘Fed,” 
which acts as the United 
States’ central bank. About SS 
per cent of those assets are 
from Japanese institutions, the 
Fbd said. 

New York real estate de- 
veloper Donald Trump knows 
first hand the global power and 
impoitanoe of Japanese banks. 
He has been forced to knock 

9 

on the doors of several 
Jqianese banks during his cash 
crunches this year. 

In a recent repon, the Nip- 
pon Keizai Shimbun, Japan’s 
premier finandal newspaper, 
ebdmed Triimp owes a third of 
his debts to Japanese banks. 

*Ahndng^ dcpcndcaee 

Faramaiz Damanpour. au- 
thor of the recently published 
bo(3c “The Evolution of Fore- 
ign Banking InstinitioiK in the 
Vmtt&'*Statesy^ 'tiie 

growing dependence- <on fore- 
ign banks alarming. He sng- 
gests requiring a certain levd 
^U.S. partidpatioD in foreign 
banking operations. 

“If we do not please tiie 
Japanese, then we are at their 
mercy,” said Damanpour. 
‘The similari^ can be to the 
(SPEC on.’’ OPEC is the Ox^- 
nisation of Oil Exporting 
Countries, a 15-nation cartd 
major ofl eiqporteis. 

Robert Dugger, chief eco- 
nomist of the Washington- 
based American Bankers 
Assodation, says foreign 


banks often act in ooncen with 
the fiscal policies of their home 
countries, not those of the Un- 
ited Slates. 

As a result, they sometimes 
can draw on extra funds be- 
cause of lower reserve require- 
ments, regulatory costs, and 
deposit insurance piezniums in 
many foreign lands, he said. 
“The playing field is tipped 
agnxficandy in their “favour.” 

But Lawrence R. Uhlick, 
executive direaor of the New 
York-based Institute of Zmer- 
national Bankers, says foreign 
banks also have guidelines to 
foDow. 

He noted that the 
Switzeriand-based Bank for In- 


ternational Senlemenis, which 
acts as a bank for the central 
banks of major industrialised 
countries, set a March 1993 
deadline for banks to bold 
capital equal to at least eight 
per cent of their loans and 
other assets. 


H cahfay 


Uhlick said foreign banks 
provide healthy oompetitioR in 
lendig and other banking ser- 
vices and additional financing 
to the U.S. market. They also 
boost international trade in 
pan by financing U.S. opera- 
tions of businesses from their 
home countries, he said. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Unfnnii^ed, Id a two-sbH%y bnildiiig 

Surrounded by a garden with separate entrance, Jabal Arrenaa 
before the 4th Drcle near a dipiomatic area. 

Consisting of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon, dining, 
glassed living verarufa. large kitchen, washing and senrant 
room, garage. C. heating, telephone, P.O. Box. 

Foreign family preferred 

Telephon: 641679 


SOME PEOPLE DONT 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a good education througii Distance 
Education, ^me people beneve that because you are getting your education 

loma or 



throoA a corre^ndence sebobi ttutyou don! have to 
wur Degree. Some people conftise 'phony degree mills* wiDi le^mate 
uucation Schrols. If you are one of these peope. don't read ary Turther. 

ICS Is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, nmetlter 
atMiro A itndiboriaL condor stuping by mail Wk are looking tor people who 
wil apply themselves and work hard to get the fuD vdue of the treming that iCS 
offeis. dtptonias and Degrees are issued upon soccessfut cunipietioii of a course 
accreditea by the National Home Study Council...your guarantee of a quality 
education. If you Mke your education senoi^ and want to train for a new career 
or improve your job sms for advancement in your present job, ICS may have the 
right career training for you. Choose from 44 career courses listed below. Select 
the one career field you would like to tram for and indicate that choice in the 
coupon btiow. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We wM send you a detaled 
course ouilaie and tuition sdiedule by return Ar Mail. There is no obroaiion. 

' SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBUGATION 
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iulenaUoaal CormpoadcBce Schools, oepi 
Box 1900. Serwitoa Porm^tvania 18501. U.SJ 


FZSAO 


r.SA 



ASSOCWEIX 
SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 
DEBNEEPnGRAMS 
GO BiviMn Ubmqbimin 
61 

SOBuumb 
with option in 
B1 BiisnnIImpofmm 
wUiopdankiHbuct 

assocuiein 

SPGCULIZED TBOINOUMSY 
DeGREEFROGftAMS 
57 EtactnwkB TkIboIdw 
63 CM Enginoering Tb 0 L 

B Etac&ical Eng. TBch. 


CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


56 CompuiR Piogramining 
07 U A tGgta School Diptoro 
59 CRnwScHmnRCoaldng 
ZDMMetfPBBaJOftoAwt. 

57 Uicrecompuitf R«ir 
OSHoldfieOunm Iuril 
14 Air CcAdSiDOtng 8 Adrig. 
121nbi»rDNoratiog 

51 Fnim lIsRhBfioi^ 

33 Uom^clB Rmir 
5 Surveying A Jkbppfng 
94 fltiwstSIVutrmn 
89 SruS Engint Rapiir 
47 VMerinaiy Anittutt 
2606 BMfing leaden 
lOBCmralfiositien 
IBPtactiedEiiolidi 


Get FREE Infor ma tion— 
llaU EtiTIRE AD TODAY 

NhNa Hr mta oMbi DM cKwr flalbrimbynp. 


OAARoUodttnici 
18 Saakhttpino 
OZEIectiDDec 
215Kretify 
OGBoctricon 
29 Police Sewnctt 
32 All 

QSLegilSeereBiy 
55 Diesel Machmi 
87TVArCRRM8lr 
IQDiUOiy^ 
SSDnrtiing 
35 Tmel Agent 
260AAfcMtecuire 
260CU^ine5i^ 

161 Engina eriM 

41 JournifisfTi/Shoit 
Siofy Writing 

AOPMognphy 

42 Dmsmiking S Design 
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cnvmMTRy. 







Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 






UP THE MILITARY 




Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Sylvester Stallone 

LOCKUP 






Show; 3:30. 6^, 8-JO p.m. 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




ROOF TOPS 


3:30. fc15. &30. 10:30 pjn. 




Show: 13J0. 3:30. 6:13. 8J0. 10:30 p.m. 




considers radical 
package of energy taxes 


BRUSSELS (R) Tbe Euro- 
peaa Commimity commission is 
considering a radical pack^ of 
environmental taxes on energy 
for ihe post-Gulf crisis era that 
would add around SIO a barrel to 
the cost of oil over five years. 

Commission souraes said the 
plan was highly controversial 
within the EC executive — not 
least because of its potential im- 
pact on industrial oompeiicxve- 
ness — and was virtually certain 
to face strong resistance from 
many governments. 

Officials have drafted propos- 
als for taxes on non-renewable 
sources of energy that would hit 
hardest those, such as coal and 
oil, which produce the most car- 
bon dioxide when burned. 

The plan, intended to form the 
core of coizunission strategy for 
tackling the threat of global 
wanning, may be discussed by the 
17 commissianeTS at their w^kly 
meeting Wednesday but is unlike- 
ly to be finalised then, the sources 
said. 


“I wouldn’t have tbou^t it 
stood a chance in hell of getting 
through (when oommissioiiers de- 
bate ill without substantial 
changes,” one source said. 

The taxes are intended to stop 
the cost of energy falling b y-k to 
leveb — considered by many in 
the commission as unrealistically 
low — whidi prevailed before 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait Aug. 2 

set the oil price rocketing. 

The package would be phased 
in over five years. 

Its main component would be 
an across-the-board energy tax 
but it would also inclnde a ^Mci- 
fic tax on the carbon content of 
fuels, the sources said. 

In the case of oil it would add 
about SIO over five years to the 
price of just under S20 per barrel 
before the crisis broke. 

Coal would be taxed more 
heavily than oil because of its 
higher carbon content, while 
natural gas — the “deanest” 
fossil fuel — would face a lifter 
levy. 


*nic sources said many key 
questions of policy and detail had 
to be settled and it was 
undeai bow the taxes would be 
adjusted if other factors, such as 
another political criris or supply 
shortfalls, pushed up energy 
prices on world markets. 

Emissions of carbon dioxide, 
caused by burning fossil fuels to 
produce energy for industry, 
transport and homes, are the 
main factor in a build-up of gases 
in the atmosphere which many 
scientists believe could cause de- 
vastating changes in climate. 

The 12 community nations 
^reed in October to stabilise the 
bloc's emissioiis of the gas at 
current levels by Che year 2000. 

The aim of making energy per- 
manently more expensive is to 
encourage industry and consum- 
ers to use it more sparingly and to 
make investment in energy- 
efficient technologies pay. 

The plan aims to create a 
framewwk for EC governments 
to levy energy taxes at national 


level without creating major dis- 
tortions to prices or trade. 

Several govenunents are con- 
sidering introducing energy taxes 
nationally but a number have 
made dear they will oppose any 
attempt to harmonise them across 
the EC. 

The pai:kage would raise bil- 
lions of dollars of revenue 
annually, which would remain 
within the community. 

“The Gulf crisis has effectively 
imposed an energy tax,” one 
source said. “The only trouble is 
that the revenues are going to the 
Arabs." 

The sources said it was in- 
tended that revenues raised by. 
the energy tax would be given 
back to the public in the form of 
lower taxes elsewhere, dampen- 
ing the inflationary effect. 

However, income from the car- 
bon tax, which would account for 
a quaner of the package, would 
be set aside for specific uses such 
as investment in energy saving or 
energy security measures. 


Iran sees UAE ports as outlets for exports 


ABU DHABI (R) — Iran is 
making a concerted effort to 
boost its low- non-oil exports 
and Iranian officials see the 
ports of the United Arab Emi- 
rates (U.AE) as a maj<»- outlet 
for their goods. 

The SS million people of 
Iran, living just across the 
Gulf, have optionally been 
the OaE's biggest market, and 
now Tehran wanu more trade 
to flow the ocher way. 

"We hope the L'AE will 
import more Iranian goods, 
both for local consumption and 
re-exports," Ale Eshagh, vice- 
minister for economic and 
trade affairs, said in an inter- 
view with Reuters during a 
visit to the UAE. 

Esha^, who said Africa was 
now Iran's biggest eiqxnx mar- 
ket, is with a delegation lob- 
bying UAE officials and trad- 


ers to help lift the non-oil 
sector of Iran's trade. 

Non-oil export earnings 
have stagnated at less than 10 
per cent of oU expon earnings 
during the last dPde, largely 
due to disruption from Iran's 
eight-year war with Iraq, which 
ended in 1988. 

Iran needs to earn more 
hard currency from exports to 
fond a huge import bill for 
food and capital goods for eco- 
nomic reconstruction. 

The aim is to raise industrial 


exports and delegation mem- 
the major re-export centre of 
Dubai, offer nes^y Iran mod- 
em, effident facilities, and an 
established network of traders 
with intemadona] contacts. 


ber Ismail Abadi said total 
Iranian industrial exports in'. 
I9SK) were expected to be* 
around $1.2 biUion compared* 
with $600 million in 19^. 

The UAE ports, e^pedally' 


WE ARE SPECIALISED IN:- 

Cleaning carpets, rugs & wall-to wall carpeting. 
Cleaning sofas & couches, 

Cleaning glass. 
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COMPUTERS FOR RENT 

IBM COMPATIBLE PCS XT & AT 286 & 386 COLOR MONITORS, 
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JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary issue No 22 



(j 


Drawing of: Dec,2,1990 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 11903 

Wins Jt> 25,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 6,0(16 



Holder of ticker No. 41001 
Wins JD 3,000 

Holder of ticket No 04684 

Wins JD 2,500 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JlBiOOteach Wins JD 100^ 

119CM 11913 11003 12903 21903 
11902 11993 11803 10903 01903 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 600 each wins JD 60 


34241 34232 34142 33242 24242 


Holder of ticket No. 



Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 



Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. 66705 

Wins JP 1,000 

Holder of ticket No. 56087 

Wins JD600 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDJOOeach wins JD 30 

41002 41011 41101 42001 51001 
4100041091 41901 40001 31001 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD20 

0468504694047840568414684 
04683 04674 04584 03684 74684 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD150each wins JD 15 

38309 38318 38408 39308 48308 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDlOOeach wins JD ]0 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDSOeach wins JDS 

66706 66715 66805 67705 76705 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD7 

56088 56097 56187 57087 66087 


Ticket numbers 


19111 48885 52985 24148 


win JD 200 each 


Ticket numbers 


71086 11372 72374 


win JD 100 each 



3967 5390 6862 9904 01 53 Win JD 20 each 6727 7370 0488 8462 6944 Win JD 10 each 


540190899 504 266 


Win JD 5 each 


8000 tickets ending with 5 Win JD 2 each 



m 


covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 


346638939888856 


Win JD 10 




Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 2 I Novennb0r17,199O 


Sateh Al Halabi 
AfnmarvQec:ric80 
Hart firs JD.i2.500 







JlOMvad M. At A'arN 
AmrnarvRijdard 

Hal fx JD. 13,500 


Nasor R. Sw^kian Ahad K Kayyali 

liM-Attt ptiaimacfat ArrYnarM-atnurer 

Full BOCond Xt-6.000 HaH ihird JD. 1,500 


Uata S. Al Jadtfa 
ArtHnan-Blacksmith 
Hart third JD, 1,500 


Maser M. Jabar 
AmmBrvPhy&lctan 
Fur fblKlh JD. 2,500 



Mohammad S. Mousa 

Irhid^Farmar 
fifth JO. 750 


Next Dniwiflg tska piaa on December 17, 1990 

First eight biggest prizes are issued from GLfVS* headquarters. 
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Gorbachev acts gainst republics 


MOSCOW IRJ — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has reassured 
his conservative supporters by 
barring ancmpts by the oountxy's 
republics to set up their own 
independent armies. 

But the economic crisis grip- 
ping the country showed no sign 
of easing after rationing was in* 
troduced in Leningrad and two 
other major cities Saturday. 

Soviet television showed idle 
staff at a .Moscow dairy shop with 
no goods TO sell and the direaor 
of a creche complaining of irregu* 
lar food deliveries for her chil- 
dren. 

Gorbachev, who has cancelled 

2 trip to .Norway next week to 
receive his Nobel Peace Prize, 
has until next Friday to work out 
a programme to eliminate the 
food shortages. 

The Soviet leader, who has 
adopted an increasingly conserva- 
tive stance in recent weeks, 
issued a decree Saturday declar- 
i,vg null and void legislation in the 
country's 15 republics attempting 
;o set up independent armies or 
encourage avoiding military ser- 
• . 

of ihis has a negative 


effect on the formation of the 
staff of the USSR Armed Forces 
and threatens vitally important 
Soviet defence capability.'’ the 
decree said. 

The decree appeared aimed at 
soothing the restive Soviet army, 
whose senior officers have ex- 
pressed alarm at what they see as 
the plunging prestige of the 
armed forces. 

Defence Minister Dmitry 
Vazov and other top officers have 
made dramatic appeals on televi- 
sion in the past week saying they 
will not tolerate the army being 
mocked and complaining of an 
organised campaign of intimida- 
tion against servicemen. 

The army's anger is generally 
focused on the three separatist 
Baltic republics, which describe 
the armed forces as an army of 
occupation, and in Transcauca- 
sia. where the military draft is 
encountering serious difficulties. 

In the Ukraine, parliament has 
ordered servicemen to refuse to 
perform military service outside 
the republic. 

In Leningrad, the oountxy's 
second largest dty. shoppers used 
ration car^ to buy met, sausage. 


pasta and other goods. 

Huge queues fonned along 
Nevsky Prospekt. the city’s 
largest shopping thoroughfare, 
and the cards were already being 
traded on the black market at 
twice their foce value. 

TASS news agency said panic 
buying emptied shops in Vorkuta 
. in the Soviet far north and Chely- 
abinsk in the Urals as detaDs of 
the rationing were announced. 

Gorbachev issued a decree call- 
ing on brigades of workers to act 
againt the flourishing black mar- 
ket which diverts vast amounts of 
food from shop shelves. 

Deputies of the three separatist 

Baltic republics urged the Soviet 
parliament Saturday to recognise 
their independence, saying that 

as sovereign states they could 
help the crisis-ridden Soviet eco- 
nomy. 

The parliaments of Estonia, 
Lativa and Lithuania, meeting in 
the Lithuanian caoital Amnios for 
their first joint session, called on 
the Soviet authorities to launch 
full-scale negotiations aimed at 
restoring their pre-war intle- 
pendenoe. 

“Only in conditions of inde- 


pendent management, close 
cooperation and good- 
neighbourly relations with the 
Soviet Union can we boost our 
own economy and also act to 
eliminate the crisis in the Soviet 
Union,” said the appeal, re- 
ported by Utfauania's ELTA 
news agency. 

A draft version of the text said 
the existing Soviet economic sys- 
tem ‘’has brought your country to 
the pozDt of a real threat of 
famine." 

It denounced any attempt to 
press the Baltic republics to sign 
the union treaty which President 
Mikhail Gorbachev hopes will 
establish new looser relationship 
between Moscow and the coun- 
try's 15 republics. 

The three republics, which ear- 
lier this year declared their inten- 
tion of leaving the Soviet Union, 
have accused Moscow of adopt- 
ing an increasingiy belligerent 
stand on granting them independ- 


Gorbacbev, accusing Baltic 
leaders of adopting extreme posi- 
tions. has stressed that (he ooun- 
trv cannot be divided. 


Honecker 



arrest for 
manslaughter 

BEELITZ. Germany (R) — 
Soviet troops guarding fonner 
East German Communist leader 
Erich Honecker refused to allow 
German police to arrest him on 
manslaughter charges Sunday, 
pending orders from their com- 
mander. 

The incident cast a shadow 
over Germany's first free general 
election in 5S years, made possi- 
ble by Honccker's fall from pow- 
er last year and the unification of 
East and Wes; Germany on Oct. 

Berlin's Justice Department 
issued a warrant for the arrest of 
the former Communist Party 
chief Saturday. 

Tne department said it had 
evidence that he gave the shoot- 
to-kiil order that led to 190 peo- 
ple dying at the Berlin Wall and 
East-West German border. 

But the Russians have yet to 
hand over Honecker, 78. who has 
been living with his wife at a 
Soviet military hospital in 
Beehtz. south of Berlin, since 
April. 

Justice spokeswoman Jutta 
Burzhart said the commander of 
Soviet forces in Germany, who 
returned from a business trip late 
Saturday, had not yet decided 
when to allow German police to 
arrest him. 

“I: does not have to be today,** 
she said. 

A spokesman for the Soviet 
embassy's Berlin office said he 
saw no need for a snap decision 
because criminal investigations 
had been under way from neariy 
a year. Honecker was ousted in a 
democratic revolution in October 
19S9. 

The spokesman said there was 
no question of the Russians 
blocking Honccker's arrest. Only 
the timing was at stake. 

Germans from East and West 
were voting Sunday for a pan- 
Cerma'i parliament in the first 
free nationwide polls since 1932. 


Japanese journalist lifts 
off with Soviets to Mir 


BAIKONUR. Soviet Union (R) 
— A Soviet spacecraft carrying a 
Japanese journalist in its crew 
blasted off from the Soviet Space 
Centre in Central Asia Sunday 
towards the Mir orbining ^ce 
station. 

Television reporter Toyehiro 
Akiyama. 48. became the first 
journalist and the first Japanese 
national to go into space when 
the Soyuz TM-11 craft lifted off 
with a rvo-man Soviet crew at 
0813 GMT. 

The launch in perfect weather 
from the Baikonur Space Centre 
in Central Asia was the eighth 
mission to the orbining complex 
Mir. which has been in >.peration 
since February 1986. 

A large group of Japanese 
journalists and officials watched 
from the mission's control centre 
as the craft lifted off in a plume of 
white smoke. 

The Soviet press reported 


several months ago that 
Akiyama's company. TBS Televi- 
sion Corporation, had paid SS to 
SIO million to send him into 
space. The spacecraft and launch 
pad were festooned with names 
of prominent Japanese firms. 

Akiyama is to make several 
live broadcasts from the Mir sta- 
tion during his eight days in space 
and has also brought a small 
colony of frogs with which to 
conduct some experiments. 

The Soviet crew of Colonel 
Viktor Afanasyev and Musa 
Manarov are to spend 169 days 
aboard the Mir-2 complex. Man- 
aiov holds the world space endur- 
ance record of 366 days in space 
during an earlier mission to Mir. 

Mir's current crew of Gennady’ 
Manakov and Gennady Streka- 
lov. aboard since August, are due 
to return to Earth with Akiyama 
after ^*orkiDg together with the 
new ‘arrivals for nearly a week. 


Robbers pull off one of 
Canada’s biggest heists 


RMONTREAL (R) — Three 
people pulled off one of Canada's 
biggest heists, robbing a private 
plane at Montreal's Dorv^ Air- 
pon early Saturday and escaping 
with nearly 16 million doDais 
(S13.8 million) in gold ingots, 
securities and cash, police said. 

The plane, owned by Sky Ser- 
vices Inc of Montreal and char- 
tered by Brinx’s Canada Ltd. had 
landed around 4 a.m. EST (0900 
GMT) from New York via 
Toronto, said Montreal police 
spokesman constable Robert 
Quezei. 

As it approached the hangar, a 
garbage truck and two vans broke 
through a fence and blocked the 
plane. 

“One person wearing a mask 
and carrying a Kalashnikov auto- 
matic rifle stayed on the ground, 
while the others went inside the 


plane.” said police lieutenant 
Andrew Theodosis. 

The robbers told the three peo- 
ple on board — a Brink’s guard, 
the pilot and co-pilot — to stare 
straight ahead while they un- 
loaded the cargo. 

The plane was carryi ng gold 
ingots valued at a minimum of 6.5 
million dollars (S5.6 millioc). 
securities worth more than eight 
million dollars (S7.3 million) and 
cash. 

The robbers escaped in a van. 
w'nicb police found abandoned — 
and still containing the rifle, 
several hours later in a Montreal 
suburb. Police said no one was 
injured during the robbery and 
no shots were fired. 

The authorities said the rob- 
bery was one of the larges: on 
record in Canada. 


Astronauts tune up shuttle telescope 


CAPE CANAV*ERAL (R» — 
The CTB’w of the U-S. space shut- 
tie Columbia aimed a duster of 
telescopes into deep space Sun- 
day. shoniy after their liftoff on a 
mission to seek out secrets of the 
universe hidden in ancient scar- 
hght. 

The seven astronauts, divided 
into two teams, began warming 
up three ultraviolet telescopes 
and an X-ray telescope for the 
scheduled start Monday of roond- 
rhe-dodt celestial ob^rvaiions. 

The shuttle shot like a comet 
from its Kennedy Space Centre 
lau.och pad early Sunday alter a 
brief weather-related delay. The 
spacecraft carried a S148 million 
cargo-bay observatory called 

Astro-1. 

Columbia, finally free of the 
fuel leaks that disabled it for six 
months, made a dramatic com- 
eback for the U.S. National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NAS.A), 

“We'rr clajed to finally have 
Coismbia and Astro in orbit,” 
said NASA launch director 
Robert Sicck- "It's like an early 
Chmwias present." 

^ASA. which had been left 
wiLh only one working spaceship 
during a summer of technical 
problems, matched its 1985 re- 
cord of three shuttle flights in less 
than two months with Columbia's 
launch. 

Tbc shuttie Discovery returned 
to Sight in October and Atlantis 
flew a secret militaiy mission in 
November. 

ice astronauts, working with 
dozens of astronomers on the 


ground, will use the four special 
telescopes on their 10-day mis- 
sion to look at about 250 celestial 
objects such as galaxies, super- 
novas and the outer planets of the 
solar system. 

Scientists have revised their 
observation plans several times 
since 1986. when the Astro-l 
missiou was scheduled to follow 
the fatal flight of space shuttle 
Challenger, which exploded on 
launch. 

Revisions were being made up 
until the day of Columbia’s 
launch to allow study of a quasar 
which recently surged in intensity 
to become the single brightest 
object in the universe. 

“The delays turned out to be 
great good fortune. We would 
have missed it,” Johns Hop kins 
University astronomer Arthur 
Davidsen said of the quasar. 

Little is known with certainty 
about quasars. Sdentisu theorise 
they swirl around gravitational 
black holes, and that just one of 
the bizarre celestial objects can 
radiate hundreds of times more 
energy than an entire galaxy.. 
The telescopes can see ultra- 
violet rays and X-rays, which are 
invisibie to the unaided eye and 
cannot penetrate Earth’s murky 
atmosphere to reach telescopes 
on the ground. 

Scientists believe the high- 
energy emissions hold dues to the 
universe’s evolution. 

Columbia’s mission with the 
30,000-pound f 15-tonne) Astro-l 
uses part of the European-built 
Spacelab payload carrier in the 
first of three missiciTts with the 
eqmpment. 


On two subsequent flights, a 
pressurised Spacelab module ^1 
be used to eAend tiie shirtsleeve 
environment of the crew cabin 
into the shuttle's payload bay. 
giving astronauts more room to 
work with sdence experiments. 

Meanvrixile a weatlw satellite 
that will help the military plan 
air. sea and ground operations 
has been launched into a near- 
polar orbit, the air force said. 

An Atlas booster blasted of? 
Saturday with a payload for the 
Defence Meteoroiogicai Sateihte 


Kinnock 
may be 
in trouble, 

poll shows 

LONDON (AP) — Neil Kin- 
nock. leader of the opposition 
Labour Party, may now be in 
trouble after the change at the 
top of the governing Qinserva- 
tive Party, published reports said 
Sunday. 

An 'opinion survey said 
Labour's chances of winning the 
next general election would im- 
prove if Kinnock is replaced. 
Another report said his fellow 
Labour lawmakers are plotting 
against him. 

At the beginning of November, 
opinion polls showed Labour well 
ahead of the Tories. But the 
Conservatives regained popular- 
ity as soon as former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher was 
challenged for the Tory lead- 
ership. 

Mrs. Thatcher was replaced 
Tuesday by her chancellor of the 
exefaeq^. John Major, who be- 
come prime minister the next 
day. 

.A poll Friday and Saturday by 
numlMis market research for the 
weekly. Independent On Sooday. 
said there h^ been a 12.5 per 
cent swing to die Tories in die 
past four weeks. 

That wiped out Labour's lead 
and gave the Tories 48 per cent of 
the popular vote and Labour 40 
per cent. The rest went to minor 
parties. 

If Kinnock was replaced by 
John Smith. Labour treasury 
spokesman. Labour would regain 
the edge. 46 to 44 per cent, tbe 
poll said. It gave no margin of 
error. 

The poll reported Smith bad 
support “across the social spec- 
trum. " 

Smith is a Scottish attorney 
who has proved himself the shar- 
pest debater among Labour's 
leaders in the House of Com- 
mons. He often bad the best of 
arzoments with .Major on econo- 
mic maners and journalists re- 
porting the Commons say he is 
the man the Tories most fear. 

Tbe Independent On Sunday 
commented that Kinnock “is not 
up to his present job. let alone his 
prospective one (prime minis- 
ter/.’’ 

It added: “John Sonth... has all 
the qualities Labour so badly 
needs if it b to present a positive 
case rather than rely on the vo- 
ters' di^e of tbe Conservative 
government." 


Evacuees 

confirm 

fall of Chad 
capital 
to rebels 

PARIS (R) — Rebel forces have 
taken cmtrol of the Chad capital 
N’Djamena and are cooperating 
with French troops to maintain 
order, a French offidal evacuated 
from tbe central African country 
said on arrival in Paris Sunday. 

The oCBdalf who asked-to re- 
main anonymous, said an adv- 
ance force of rebel General Idriss 
Deby’s army entered N’Djamena 

Saturday after Preadent Htssene 
Habre and his government fled. 

After a brief fight with the 
remnants of Habre’s forces, De- 
by’s men imposed a dusk to dawn 
curfew to stop large-scale looting. 
They also helped French troops 
to lead foreign evacuees safely to 
assembly points. 

A Cbat^based United Nations 
official of Benin nationality con- 
firmed the information to repor- 
ters who met two evacuation 
flights at Charles de Gaulle Air- 
port Simday. 

The French official, asked if 
rebel forces were already in 
N’Djamena, said: ‘Tm not sure 
one can still call them rebels. The 
people of Idriss Deby have ar- 
rived, the first of them arrived in 
N'Djamena yesterday morning." 

’*There are already advance 
elements of Deby who started 
j during the day to protect banks 
I and the dty's essential service." 
he added. “Deby himself, as far 
as one knows, has not yet ar- 
rived.” 

Tbe U.N. official said: “Every- 
one in N'Djamena is expecting 
Deby to make a triumphant entry 
into N’Djamena this morning, if 
be has not already done so." 

Tbe officials said they heard on 
local radio that Deby's troops 
were enforcing the six p.m. to six 
a.m. curfew in collaboration with 
French troops. 

There had been serious loot- 
ing, they added. 

The French official said his 
own office in tbe centre of the 
capital bad been completely sack- 
ed. “There are no windows, no 
tables, no doors. Deby's people 
and the French stopped the loot- 
ing last night." 

He said French troops were 
deployed arouixl the town from 
Satur^y evening with fighters of 
Deby’s advance party. 

An amateur video film of 
groups awaiting evacuation, shot 
Salary afternoon, showed no 
evidence of fear or panic among 
hundreds of mostly European 
nationals, induding scores of diil- 
dren. some leaving with their 
pets. 

Tbe evacuees appeared relaxed 
and confident. French troops 
brought them by truck to tbe 
airport and helped stack mounds 
of suitcases and personal posses- 
sions while sentries patrolled the 
rooftop of tile main airport build- 
ing. 


70 Bangladeshis killed in 

protest against emergency 

Tbe foUowing report was written ondler emergency restricooas 


DHAKA CR) — Up to 70 people 

may have biren kffled and 500 

injured in five days of sporadic 
banles between Ban^adesb 
security forces and demonstrators 
protesting against a state of 
emeigency, witnesses said Sun- 
day. 

The Home (Interior) Mhusoy 
oonfinned only six deaths. 

Witnesses said seven people, 
including a seven-month-old 
di3d, were kOlcd vriien paramDit- 
aty soldiezs opened fire to dis- 
perse thousands of protesters 
mardung in Dhaka’s hdipur area 
Saturday. 

Eight others were shot dead in 
the same area Friday night, resi- 
dents told reporters. 

More than ^ other people died_ 
in the first three days after Presi-' 
dent Hossain Mohammad Eishad 
decla re d the state at emergency 
in a nationwide broadcast Tues- 
day to counter a violent campaign 
to oust him by 22 opposition 
parties. 

There were clashes at Demra 
Industrial Zone on the outskirts 
of Dhaka and in at least a dozen 
places in the capital throughout 
Satiirday. police said. 

Protesters, mostly students, 
hurled home-made bombs at 
army patrols in the southern port 
dty of Chittagong, uprooted train 
lines and demoii^ed road cul- 
verts, disrupting communications 
through mudi of the country. 

Ershad’s opponents laundi^ a 
new phase of their campaign on 
Oct. 10, trying to force him to 
resign and to transfer power to an 
intezim government before free 
elections. 

Tbe 60-yeazK>Id former gener- 
al. who has ruled Bangladesh for 


Deputy mayor of S. African 
tovmsUp stabbed to death 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afri- 
can police said Sunday the deputy 
mayor of a black shantytown was 
among 13 people killed in a 
bloody start to tbe weekend. 

Cape Town police spokesman 
Jan Calltz said Alfred Nqoboka, 
depuQT mayor of tbe dty’s sprawl- 
ing Khayelitsfaa shantytown, was 
found stabbed to death beside a 
road Saturday. His personal 
firearm had bMn stolen. 

“He bad been on foot and he 
was about 300 metres from tbe 
road,” Calitz said. “That is all we 
know about it.” 

He said the motive for the 
attack was not known, but black 
town coundilois are tbe target of 
a nationwide campaign against 
ethnic munidpalities seen as 
stooges of the white government. 

- Khayelitsha, where about 
300,(XX) people live in tin and 
plastic shacks built on low 
(hues, has been rocked by almno 
daily violence since August. 

Anti-apartheid groups insist 
the town ooundl must resign be- 


cai^ it was elected by fewer than 
IS 'per cent of eligible voters and 
be(»use nine of its members are 
on bail pending trial for murder. 

Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) has 
backed calls for tbe dismantling 
of ethnic local governments and a 
pro-ANC (wganisarion in Trans- 
vaal province set a Dec. 1 dead- 
line for councillois to resign, but 
did not say what action would be 
raicgn against those who <fid not. 

Re^)Onding to the deadline, 
Themba Khoza, youth leader of 
tbe rival Inkatiia Freedom Party, 
vowed in a statement Satnrday 
that Inkatha would “fight to the 
last man” to protect the councils. 

“It is simple, (now) you must 
work harder than before. Don’t 
leave tbe nation behind and nm 
like foxes,” he said. 

About 900 people have died in 
township claves since August, 
mainly between supporters of the 
ANC and of Inkatha, which is led 
by Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 


Walesa and Tyminski swap threats 


WARSAW (R) — The two elec- 
tion rivals for the Polish presxden- 
cy^ Ledr Walesa and Stanislaw 
Tyminski. swapped threats and 
charges of bladmxail Saturday in 
a bitter battle before millions of 
television viewers. 

At a joint news conference 
shown live. Walesa said his chal- 
lenger was backed by former 
Communist secret police ooloneb 
trying to overthrow Poland’s 
dCTocratic rev(rintion. 

Walesa explcxled with anger 
wbea 42-year-old Tyminski. an 
emigre businessman with Cana- 
dian and Peruvian dtizenship. 


said be had a briefcase full of 
“serious persona! material" ab- 
mxt the Solidarity leader. 

“Tbe is an accusation and 1 
demand that these documents are 
disdosed," Walesa said. “Other- 
wise, when I win the presidency 1 
won’t let you leave the country 
until you give proof of all that." 

Tyminski said be could not 
understand why Walesa repe- 
atedly accused him of links with 
former Communist “structures” 
— a reference to police and 
security services disbanded by the 
Solidarity government. 


“You understand very well be- 
cause yon are biadcmailmg with 
your black briefcase. The old 
structures are on your side,” 
Walesa retorted. 

Tyminski, who has returned to 
Poland to fight the election -21 
years after emigrating, inristed he 
was an independent candidate. 

He answered charges thar he 
had frequently visited Libya by 
smiling broadly and spreaifing his 
ttree passports — Polish, Cana- 
dian and Peruvian — on a desk 
and allowing journalists to in- 
spect them. 


■ 
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Scandals beset troubled French government 


Paris ( AP) — Aocasations that 
tntelligeoce officers murdered a 


progranune. The satellite went I homosexual pastor and recruited 
into orbit about five minutes la- I male prostit u tes to entrap public 
ter. some 800 Idfonietres above • figures are the latest probleins for 


Earth. 

“It’s going to take 20 days or so 
to fully check out tbe satellite and 
make sure it’s working properly.” 
said Staff Sgt. Tom Oemeals. 
“From what we can see. every- 
thing looks picture perfect,” 

Meteorology information 
gathered by optical scannera on 
the satellite be used by aC 
branches of tbe militarv to' aid 


1 


Pr emi er Michel Rocaid’s tr(»- 
bied Socialist government. 

The scandals, and aOegatioos 
that Justice Minister Henri Nallet 
broke fund-raising laws in nm- 
xusg Presideat Francois Mitter- 
rand's 1988 re-electioa campaign, 
add to other recent woes: student 
protests, ghetto riots and 
RocanTs narrow defeat of a no- 


oonfideaoe vote on sodal security 
commanders planning air. sea { ^ reform, 
and ground operations, tbe air ! One opinion poll indicated half 
force said. | the Fren^ people believe politi- 

The satellite cost about J40 . cians are "rather comipt" and 
million to build in 1981. Ce me nts | ooe-quartcr think they are liars, 
said. By foday's dollars the price 
tag s closer to S60 mfliiou. 

The Atlas 3 programme costs 
S30-40 million per year to launch 
two payloads, he saxl. 

The satellite will allow forecas- 
ters to track existing and develop- 
ing weather patterns over remote 
areas. It will also be used by the 
Naticnal Oceanic and Atmos- 
I^beric Administration and similar 
dvilian agencies. 


'When tbe left was elected in 
1981. they looked tmidi cleaner 
than tile ri^t.” said Pascal Per- 
rineau, assistant director of the 
Centre for Studies on French 
Political Life, a private think 
Tank. 

“Now. many voters are begin- 
ning to sec the left isn’t so pure,” 
he said. “They appear to have tte 
same moraSty as tbe right. In the 
end. this only serves Jean-Mark 


le Pen.” 

_ Lc Pen. leader of tbe extreme- 
right National Front, advocates 
expelling Muslim imxnigranis and 
tienouDces the political establish- 
ment as corrupt. 

The coDcrovezsy about tbe in- 
telligence agency Renseigne- 
ments Ceneraux (general in- 
formation) has fascinated France 
for months. The agency's main 
Task is gathering infonnation ab- 
out threats to state security, but it 
al so i nvcstigaies prostitution, 
narcotics and wfaite-ctrilar crune. 

On July 19. Joseph Douce. 45, 
a former Baptist dergyman who 
performed homosexual mar- 
riages. vatmsbed after two men 
clairaing to be policemen visited 
his Palis aparfmenL 
*DrrM months later, a man 
gathering mushrooms in a fmest 
discovered a body half-devoured 
by animals. An autt^}^ detcr- 
mioed it was Douce. 

ioT^KcncB service had 
been invt^^atiog Douce, militani 
homosexual expelled from the 
French Baptist Church in 1975 in 
rooMction with a child prostitu- 
tion ring. 

Two weeks before the abduc- 


tion, agents fired a shot at the 
home of a man they wanted to 
infiltrate Douce’s entourage. 

A polioe inquiry led to the 
questioning of three agents. Two 
have been suspended and tbc 
third, inspector Jean-Marc 
Dufbuig, 34, was fired on Nov. 
23 after talking about the case in 
several media interviews. 

Dufourg daimed his superiors 
ordered him to hire a young 
homosexual to compromise for- 
mer Justice Minister Pierre- 
Arpaillange and Philippe 
Guilhamne. chief of the Anterme 
2 Television Channel. 

Dufouig’s allegations led to 
numerous reports about the ia- 
telligucc service. 

It is said to have stolen nuafl 
from Ccxnmunist Party offices, 
planted agents in a Conservative 
Party’s beadquaneis and burned 
the offices of a prominent anti- 
radsm group. 

Interior bfinister Picire Joxe 
has authorised a parliamentary 
inquity into tbe inteUigcnce agen- 
cy. Afterwards, an ind^wndent 
body wfl? be created to oversee 
police activities. 

Joxe also has faced pressure 


of a best-seller by a 
whistie-blowing police inspector, 
Antoine Gaoefino. 

IBs book, Ihe Impossible In- 
quiry. alleges that laundered 
money and illegal kickbacks from 
public works oonxraaois financed 
the SociaHst election victory in 
1988. 

Tbc title comes from Gandi- 
uo’s frustrated attempts in 19^ 
to investigate a Marseille builefing 
scandal. 

Gaudino wrote that he and hfa 
partly disooivericd notes from 
meetings benveen Socialist Party- 
leaden and members of a fraudu- 
lent potitical consulting firm. 

He said they set tqj a sdieme in 
which oontractois would pay a 
percentage of project costs as 
campaign contributions to Sodal- 
tsc candidates. 

Joxe su^pentkd Gaudino for 
*‘gcave indhcietion.” 

The bot* plunged Nallet, who 
just bem appointed jnaice 
minisier, into contzoveisy. 

Nallet was Mitterrand’s 

treasurer in the last xnne weeks of 

tile campaign — too short a time, 
he says, to have learned of illicit 
finartrial activities. 
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more than eight years, has re- 
fused to comply and challenged 
his opponents to contest pres^ 
ident^ elections due next year. 

Bangladesh has been without 
newqiapezs for five days 'since 
jonnialists went on strike in pro- 
test against severe press oen- 
sorri&p imposed under the state 
of emer^Dcy. 

Journalists’ Unions, tbe Edi- 
tors Council and Newqiapers 
Association have said they will 
not resume publication unffi tbe 
goverxunent allows opposition 

news and views. 

More than 2,0(X) teadeis at 

Dhaka and Onttagemg universi- 
ties resigned in protest against 
lawlessness and the doring of Tbe 
campuses by the government for 
one month. 

Doctors at Dhaka Medical Col- 
lege Hospital have been on inde- 
finite strike since a ooUeagne was 
killed by unidentified gunmen on 
Nov. 26. 

Ershad told a pnbik rally in 
sonthern Bangladesh Saturday 
that opposition parties had been 
trying to ruin the economy and 
threatening national indqiend- 
eoce. 

Most of Bangladesh’s 110 mil- 
Eon people supported him. he 
said. 

One of Bangladesh’s main 
opposition leaders, Awami 
Lrague chief Sheikh Haana was 
put under house arrest Monday, 
tbe day before tbe emeigeiuy was 
imptx^. Police said guards had 
since been withdrawn from her 
house but that she had been 
asked not to go outside. 

Begum Khaleda Za, head of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) is in hiding to avoid arrest. 


Whtte House fire :■ 

extinguished r 

WASHINGTON (R) — A sniatt 
fire broke out in the White Home 
Saturday when paintezs urizig a 
Mow tordr acckkntaliy set aUaze 
a wooden window frame adjacent, 
to the U.S. president’s Oval 
Office. Gty fiiefigiilets qurd^" 
extinguished the blaze and said 
there was little damage and'im 
one was injured. President 
George Bush and his wife, Bar- 
bara, were spending fee weekei^- 
at tire presidential mountain ri^ 

treat at Camp David, Mai^dantL- 
Tourists fining the fence in fro n t- 
of fee bnfldingat 1600 Feamsylva- 
ma Avenne sud they could fee 
smoke through the front doms.' 

M iss Switzerland 
becomes Queen 
of Europe 


TAIPEI (AF) — A 21-yeazK>Id 
teacher from Switzerland was 
crowned the Queen of Emope m 
the annual beauty pa^ant. It was 
fee first time fee contest was held 
outside Europe. Daniela Mess? 
mer, a Idndeigarten teacher with 
blue eyes and dark brown hair, 
won S10,000 in cash and other 
prizes. The 173-centimetre-M 
Miss Messmer weighs S3 kilog- 
rammes. Agnieszka Boska, 18, a 
student from Poland, was efro^ 
first rnimer-^. Anofeer student, 
Evelyn Sdzie^tzek, 17, from the' 
former East Germany, was. 
second runner-up and ato won 
fee best costume pri ze . Coxxte^ 
tants from 29 European countzies 
parti(3pated in the pageant, 
wfaidi has been held in Eunm 
aoce 1985. 

Americans observe 
Day Without Art 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Ifew 
York and San Frandsco sltyw 
dmuned, museum visitoisgg^ 
silently at shronded sculpi^^ 
and ooastrto-coast obseivimcic 
were held for the vktims of AIDS 
in fee Art Wori(L At least 3,000 
aris ozganisatfom fit the United 
States, indudizig New York's 
Metropolitan Museum of -Ait md 
Washington’s Smithsonian In- 
stitution, parti^iated in Satur- 
(hiir’s second axmual Day Wthout 
A^ “You take it for granted 
art. It’s an around and peo|de 
don’t realise it,” kfitdrelle Li^o- 
witz saxL Looking up at a sculp- 
ture of the god(£^ Diana tl^ 
was covered by a black clofe at 
fee National Academy of Deagn 
in New York. “Now that you 
can’t see it here. Yon take note of 
i^” she said. A posted notice told 
visitors to fee academy that Anna 
Hyatt Huntington's IXana sculp- 
ture was obscured “as a gestme 
of mourning for all those who' 
have suffered from and fallen 
victim to AIDS. ”Day Wifeout 
Alt events were coordinated 
nationwide in observance of die 
World Health Organisation’s 
third annnal AIDS awasoKSS 
day, also known as World AIDS 
Day. Many galleiies closed iix 
observance of Day ’Without Art 
vfeile ofeers witiulrew art works 
from (Espday. Some held memo- 
rial exhibits. A few handed out 
leaflets or di^Iayed lists of artists 
and others who have of 
acciuired immune defitdency tyn- 
drome (AIDS). 


*¥fhaie dinosaur* 
found 

BOULDER, Colorado (AF) 

An expedftitm has (fiscovered 
of & gi g^trp dioic^ 

sanr^* and a Broatosanrus ibat 
lived more recently than other 
known dinosaurs of hs type, sci- 
entists armonneetL Uuiveisity of 
Colorado paleontology Kcbeit 
Bakker said that the two finds in 
the fertile dinosaur fields of 
southern Wyorumg are ixovicfing 
important dues about (finosanr 
extinctiim. said the re- 

mains of a 70-£oot-long (21- 
metre-Iong) Haplocanfeosan^, 
a member of fee Cetiosanr or 
’hMiale dinosaur" family, were 
found in fee Como Bluffs area in 
Wyomh^ last July. Tbe twam also 
B eacavating a Brontosaurus that 
is fee only one of its kind known 
to have survived the Cretaceous 
period that b^an about 135 mil- 
Eoo years ago. The excavation is 
under way in Wyoming in a fossfl 
dqiosit known as fee Bredc&st 
BGKh. Ro(k River is just a few 
kflometzes north of Como Bloff 
Bakker said that beftne thw efis- ^ 
coveiy, no Brontosanrus ever 


^>oat 137 minion years old. Tbe 
Brontosaurus bones were found 
last Mity by Don KraKs., a bi^ 
sdxxil science tewrfagf who has. 
been assisting Bakker wife Ins 
Wyoming fieldwork. “Fiafeng 
fefa Brcmtosaonis was a bi^ sor-' 
prise" Bakker said. “Our imtial 
reaetkm was that fee arfenal was 
stock in tile wrong time zDne^*^- 
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